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“Let us make a name for ourselves before we are scattered 

abroad upon the face of the whole earth.”

        Genesis, 11:4
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Imam \

All through history, Zionism has been the perpetual enemy to Islam.

 According to the holy Quran the religion of man is to be Islam, then asImam

Khomeini says, Zionism is an enemy to humanity.
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" Enter Arms Silent Leges"
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Nicht Judische Abstammung

Blutmassig Nicht Juden

Rassenpolitischen Amt Berlin

Int fur die Erforschung der Geschichte des neuen Dtld
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Int sun Erforschung der Judendfrage
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A. Mahrad: Das Schicksal Judischen Iraner in: Orient, Hamburg, Opladen, 1985, s 415.





Sicherbeitsdient SD



Ettl

J





   12 Cite Trévise, Paris

  108, Bld. Voltaire, Paris
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  Same as above

  Same as above
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Ovadia Yousef













Outcaste

Outcaste

1- Loed, Lawrence D., Outcaste : Jewish in S outhern Iran. New York: Gordon and Beach, 1977.
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The Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History

Congratulates

Helen Eliassian

Winner of the second

Ayoub Yousefzadeh Award of Academic Achievement

in

Iranian Jewish Studies

The Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History offers an annual award 

for the best research paper presented to the Center by an Iranian stu-

and articles may be submitted to the Center for consideration each 

year.

The Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History is grateful to Ms. Par-

vaneh Yousefzadeh for making the annual award possible with a 

generous donation made in loving memory of her late husband 

Ayoub Yousefzadeh.

entitled: 



Foreword

-

port of many new patrons who helped in the gathering of interviews, 

photographs, and documents.  The span of our activities broadened 

further to include the involvement of organizations and universities 

such as Tel Aviv University, Skirball Cultural Center, UCLA, and 

other academic institutions such as the Diaspora Museum and the 

Diaspora Research Institute.  Our archive has grown to a collection 

of 780 photographs and documents, and ninety interviews.

At the same time, the compilation of stories and traditional songs 

has continued, increasing with new additions sent to our archive by 

interested patrons from around the world.

The archive of video documentaries produced by the Center now in-

cludes four titles: “Morteza Khan Neydavood,” “Moshfegh Hamedani,” 

the Skirball Cultural Center to bring together the necessary objects 

for an exhibit on traditional Jewish Iranian weddings.  The exhibit 

-

ence and remained open until July 1998.

-

ties was the establishment of an annual cash award to be granted to 

-

porary Jewish Iranian history.  Avi Davidi and Helen Eliassian were 

January 1999
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Statement of Purpose

The Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History (the Center) was es-
tablished on August 9, 1995 in Los Angeles.  The Center is a Cali-

-
ish history, culture, science, literature, social life, politics, art, and 

pictures, and lore is available to academics and the public at large 
for research purposes.

-
tion and the younger one, through the middle generation.  Join us in 
discovering these old and wise people who are walking Encyclopæ-
dias of knowledge, and help us compile their experiences before it 
is too late.

reconcile the current absence of documented Jewish Iranian oral his-
tory in the existing body of oral history projects around the world.  

allocated building in Los Angeles for the permanent maintenance 
and safe keeping of its growing archive.

The Center hosts an annual international conference to gather ex-

The proceedings from each conference will be published in con-
secutive volumes of 

of Directors includes Debbie Adhami, Sandra Delrahim, Roxanna 
Javid, Farah Nourmand, Roxana Rastegar, Yas Sadatmand, Homa 
Sarshar, Houman Sarshar, and Sahar Younai.

XV



The Kaboud Party (The Iranian Nazi Party)

Adnan Mazarei..………………………........……………….……35

Khanom Ejnassian, Nejat Geola, Manouchehr Hakkakian, Madame 

Tavoos Jahanbani, Moossa Nikbakht, Nimtaj Rafailzadeh, Ezatollah 

Yermian, Molouk Zargarian, …................................................….36

Soleiman Haim…………........………………...…………………38



TABLE OF CONTENTS

English Section

Statement of Purpose……………………......…..………………XV 

Foreword……………………………...........….......…………..XVII

Winner of the Second Ayoub Yousefzadeh ...…...................…XVIII

              Award of Academic Achievement

Program……………..………......……………..….……………XIX

Part I
Articles

Continuity and Change: New Opportunities in a Traditional Set-

ting…………………….......................................…………………3

Habib Elghanian and the Iranian Jewish Community

Aryeh Levin ……......………....................................................…15

Part II
Synopsis of Persian Articles

Words on Soleiman Haim.……….….......………….……………31

Menasheh Amir.………………………........…...…….…….……32

Davood Adhami.….…………………........………………..…….33

Iranian Jews in Europe During WWII

Ahmad Mahrad..……..…………….......………………..….……34



Volunteers: Doran Adhami, Manijeh Adhami, Omid Cohanim, 

Moadel, Nejat Sarshar, Sepehr Sarshar.

Internet Services: m2web concepts - Massoud Mahgerefteh

Accounting Services: Ramineh & Fani - Hamid Fani

Insurance: Meimand Insurance - Behrouz Meimand

Production Director: Bahman Mojallal

Video & Photography: Abbas Hojat Panah



Acknowledgments

The Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History

would like to express its gratitude to the following people who 

enhanced our effort to make the conference a success:

Board of Advisors: Shokri Baravarian, Mayer Bassirat, Kamran 

Broukhim, Shirin Daghighian, Avi Davidi, Nourollah Gabay, Nejat 

Gabbay, Bijan Khalili, David Menashri, Faryar Nikbakht, Manijeh 

Pournazarian, Solomon Rastegar, Iraj Safai, Rabbi David Shofet, 

Parvaneh Yousefzadeh, Minoo Zahabian Koutal.

Interviewers for Oral History Project: Avi Davidi, Faryar 

Nikbakht, Iraj Safai, Minoo Zahabian Koutal.

Contributors of photos, documents, ketubas, and books: Touran 

Afar, Soraya Banafsheh, Azizeh Bral, Manouchehr Bibian, Mahvash 

Darshi, Meir Ezri, Nejat Geola, Dariush Haim, Morad Hariri, Rabi 

Moshfegh Hamedani, Sheida (Mansoureh) Kaviani, Nourollah 

Khan-Zadeh, Mahvash Khoramian, Ahmad Mahrad, Mansour 

Mashian, Moussa Mehdizadeh, Mansour and Afsar Moghadam, 

Sharifeh Naim (Hakimian), Victoria Nehourayof (Moayed), 

Faryar Nikbakht, Manouchehr Omidvar, Simon Rahimian, Nimtaj 

Rafailzadeh, Mina Rozen, Yehuda Sadigh-Pour, Iraj Safai, Shahab 

Safai, Moussa Saidfar, Naim Saidi, Avraham Saidi-Hamedani, 

Shahram Siman, Touba Soumekh, Abraham Yahid, Ezatollah 

Yermian, Minoo Zahabian Koutal.

Iranian Jewish Organizations: Anjoman-e Kalimian-e Tehran, 

Eretz Cultural Center, Eretz Cultural Center Sisterhood, Magbit 

Foundation.





Dedicated to all mothers, the





“Let us make a name for ourselves before we are scattered 

abroad upon the face of the whole earth.”

        Genesis, 11:4





Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History

Board of Directors

Debbie Adhami

Sandra Delrahim

Roxanna Javid

Farah Nourmand

Roxana Rastegar

Yas Sadatmand

Homa Sarshar

Houman Sarshar

Sahar Younai



Published by: Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History

CIJOH - P.O. Box 2543

Beverly Hills, California 90213-2543

TEL: (310) 472-3012  FAX: (310) 472-3043

First Printing, winter 1999

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Copyright © Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History 1999

All rights reserved.

 REGISTERED TRADEMARK - MARCA REGISTRADA

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOGING-IN-PUBLICATION DATA:

Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History

Volume III

The History of Contemporary Iranian Jews 

ISBN # 0-9661291-1-3

Iran - Persian Jews - 20th century - Jewish History - Title

Printed in the United States of America

Logo & cover design by Roxanna Javid 

Type & page design by Emma Dolkhanian 

Production manager: Henrik Galstians

The reproductions in this book are reproduced with the permission of 

the holding institutions.

Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no part of this 

publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval sys-

tem, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means (electronic, mechanical, 

photocopying, recording, or otherwise), without the prior written permis-

sion of both the copyright owner and the above publisher of this book, 

except for the quotation of brief passages in criticism.

This book is printed on acid-free paper.



THE HISTORY OF

CONTEMPORARY 

IRANIAN JEWS

Editor: Homa Sarshar

English Editor: Debbie Adhami

A publication of:

Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History 

VOLUME  III

WINTER 1999



Cover illustration: Shähïn’s Ardeshïr Näma,

                                 SPK or.qu.1680, fol.82r

The Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History would like to thank 

The Alliance Family Foundation for making the publication of this 

The editors of The History of Contemporary Iranian Jews, Volume 

III, is grateful to Debbie Adhami, Jaleh Kamran, Faryar Nikbakht, 

Iraj Safai, Parvaneh Yousefzadeh, and Minoo Zahabian Koutal for 

The opinions expressed in each article and interview are those of 

our belief that the study of history and the presentation of an ob-

jective truth--if such a truth is indeed attainable--requires a broad 

spectrum of sources and opinions, which must subsequently be-

come grounds for comparison and contemplation.  Our aim is to 

enrich this spectrum to the best of our ability.



THE HISTORY OF

CONTEMPORARY

IRANIAN JEWS


