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VISVA-BHARATI

Founder-President : Rabindranath Tagore

Prof. Agha Pourc Davoud, deputed by His Imperial Majesty Riza Shab
JPablavi of Persia, has been delivering a series of lectures since January, 1933.
The first series of his lectures, as noted below, dealt with the Ancient Culture
of Persia, the History of Zoroastrianisia and its influence on and relation to the
Religions of the Neighbouring Countries :—

1. Tbe Mithra Cultin Persia and in the Roman Empire, and its Influence
on Christianity ( in three parts ).

2. Fravashies or the Guardian Spirits of the Good Creatures.

8. Some Specilnens of Modern Persian Poetry.

4. Airyana-Vaejsn or the First Settlement of the Iranians after their
separation from the Hindus,

5. Taranians : an Arian Tribe.

6. The Age of Zarathushtra as depicted in the Reports of the Greek and
Roman classical writers, ( in two parts ).

7. The Conceptivn of Truth among the old Persians.

8. Some References to Buddhism in Iranian Literature and History.

The sceond series of his lectures for the current term will cover the
following subjects ~—

July 30. 1. The Conception of killing all Noxious Animals among the
Ancient 1ranians.

Aug. 6, 2. The Protection of Useful Animals among the Ancient Iranians.

dug. 13. 3. The Sacred Thread in Old Iran.

Aug. 20, 4. A Brief Beview of the Persian Higtory and the Influence of
the Zoroastrian Religion in building up the Persian Empire.

Aug. 27, 5. The Causes of the Defeat of the Persians by the Arabs under
the last Susanian King Yazdgard,

Sept. 8, 8. The old Persians’ taste for Flowers, Scents, and the Cuisine.

Sept. 10, 7. Agriculiure in Ancient Persia,

Sept. 17, 8.  Parsee Emigration to India.

Sept. 24, 9. Omar Khayysm.

The third series of lectures commencing after the Puja Vacation { approxi-
mately in the last week of October ) and ending in Mareh, 1934, will be
snoounced later on.

Students who want to carry on spocial studies in or research work on the
Ancient and Modern Persian Culture under the guidance of Prof. Agha Poure
Davoud are invited to join,

‘Enquiries and applications should be addressed to—

Karma.Sachiva, Visva-Bharati,
Santiniketan, Bengal,
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FOREWORD.

v

Aga Pour-e-Davoud’s name will be inscribed in letters of gold
in the history of modern Iran. It is a name particularly held in high
esteem, admiration and affection among the Zarathushtrians in Iran
and India, as the scholar who has done the most for the revival of
the knowledge of the aucient'religion, tradition and customs of the
country. Thanks to ‘his prolonged studies and research and his
unweary pen, the time-honoured teaching of Prophet Zarathushtra
and the religious lore of ancient Iran have been brought within the
reach of the Persian-speaking people. Just as Firdausi’s world famous
Shahnama brought Iran to life again, a thonsand years ago, so have
the monumental literary labours of this gifted scholar and poet
of our day brought about a revival of the ancient tradition of Iran
and turned the thought of the people to the religion, civilization,
greatness’and glory of thedays of Jamshid and Faridun, Zarathushtra
and Kava Vishtaspa.

In one of the sacred texts of the followers of the Sage of Iran,
a question is put to him: O Zarathushtra, who is thy true friend?”
The reply is: “It is Kava Vishtaspa.” If the spirit of the hely pro-
phet were asked to-day: ‘O Zarathushtra, who is thy true friend
to-day, the exponent of thy creed to the new Iran of our times?”’
The reply, I fancy, would be: ““Professor Pour-e-Davcud, the Knight
of the Pen, Pour-e-Davoud.” Three thousand years ago, when the
ancient empire of Iran was at the zenith of its power, it seemed not
improbable thatthe monotheistic and ethical religion preached by
Zarathushtra might become the faith of the entire civilized world of
that era. The study of the sacred writings was then confined to the
Magi, or the priestly class, as was the knowledge of the Vedas to the
Brahmins in India. After the downfall of the empire, over thirteen
hundred years ago, and the supersession of the national religion by
Islam, the faith of the Arab conquerors, the study of the subject, res-
tricted as it was to the circle of priesthood, sustained a rude shock. The
small section of Zoroastrians who still clung to their ancestral faith,
dearer to them than their lives, was split up in two. One migrated
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to India, the other remained in the fatherland, despite the hardships
involved. For those who kept the fire glowing in their Atash-Behrams
in their original home, the sacred tradition was preserved by a few
descendants of the Magi. Century after century, however, the know-
ledge of the religious writings grew dimmer and dimmer and it appears
as thougzh it waisrezerved by Providence for Aga Pour—-e-Davoud to
revive among them, as well as among the Iranians generally, the
enthusiasm for the ancient religion and the study of the sacred wri-
tings, by his superb translations of the texts into their mother
tongue. To-day, after a lapse of thirteen centuries, e stands before
th: followers of Zarathushtra bath in Iran and in India, as an apostolic
successor to the Magi, holding aloft the torch of the faith of the sage
of Iran in the land of its birth. How it came about forms a very
interesting episode in the history of this relizion.

In India, too, to which migrated the pilgrim fathers of the Parsis
for the preservation of their faith, according to the old usage the
study of the religion and of the languages in which the sacred books
have been wriiten.was also confined to the clergy. Greatly handi-
capped as they were for want of authentic booksin which their
religious lore is enshrined, they approached their brethren in Iran for
enlightenment. For more than seven centuries those Zarathushtrians
were not even aware of the existence of their co-religionists in India.
The ties s> long severed were happily renewed towards the end of the
fifteenth century, when a learned Parsi named Hoshang was deputed
to Iran by Parsi settlers in Navsari, Surat and Cambay to obtain
information concerning certain religious questions, For three more
centuries the study of the scriptures continued to be very imperfect
among the Parsis, although in Europe students of the science of
comparative philology commenced throwing considerable light upon
the works taken to the western countries by the French savant M.
A1quztil-du-Perron and others. It was left to a Parsi scholar,
Khurshedji Rustomji Cama, to introduce among his community, after
his studiesin Europe, in the middle of the nineteenth century, a critical
study of Avesta and Pahlavi, based on the methods used by celebrated
scholars such as Bournouf, Bapp, Spiegel and Haug. During his
sojourn in Europe, he had acquired the knowledge of French, German
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and Avesta and other languages at Paris and Erlangen under
Professors Mohl, Oppert and Spiegel. What the venerable Parsi
scholar and reformer did in India for Parsis, the Irani scholar
Professor Pour-e-Davoud has done, and is doing to-day, for the
sons and daughters of modern Iran, including the Zarathushtrians
who have still adhered to and profess unmolested their ancestral
faith,

How this budding Irani poet who studied medicine and would
have shone, as a gifted son of Lukman Hakim. had he stuck to the
medical profession, took to the study of law, and was soon
lured, so to say, by the forces of Destiny, to the study of the
ancient religion, history and literature of Iran; how in Paris
he was initiated by a daughter-in-law of Khurshedji Cama into
the mysteries of Swudreh and Kusti, the two symbols distinguishing
a Parsi from a non-Parsi, is, indeed, a curiosity of literature, a
romantic episode in the scriptural history of the Parsis, When I
met for the first time in Bombay .this patriot, poet, journalist,
professor of Iranian culture and devout disciple of Zarathushtra, all
rolled into .one, his volatility and versality, his felicity of diction
and expression and fascinating personality reminded me of that
remarkable woman of amazing versatility Annie Besant, the idol of
thousands of students of divine philosophy and spiritual lore for over
a generation: Whether he, too, at heart is also, like her, a rebel and
revolutionist, I have not read anything in any biographical sketch to
warrant any definite conclusion, But we have enough evidence to
indicate that when he went to Teheran in the year 1906 to study
medicine, although he had not taken active part in politics, he was
stirred by the same revolutionary fervour which thrilled the youth of
Teheran and whijch, indeed, appeared to have stirred surprisingly the
dry bones of an apparently dead people to life again, A wave of
nationalism had then spread over Iran. The country *»1s caught in
the whirlpool of a struggle for constitutional government, and Resht
from which he hailed was one of the great nationalist centres. In
the fascinating sketch of his life by Mr, J.C, Tarapore, based on
Dr. Muhammad Moin’s account of his life and activities given
in the Memorial Volume presented to Aga Pour-e-Davoud cn the
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occasion of the celebration of his Diamond Jubilee, we find that he
had gone often “‘in the wake of donkeys ridden by Nuri, Behbani and
Tabatan, the leaders of the constitutional movement.”’

With the political pulsationsand convulsions ! the time had
come into being the tree pres. and patriotic poets of Iran. There was
then no place or scope for panegyrists. The poets of the “God Save the
King” type had given way to those of the Vande Mataram brand.
Among these we find the hero of our story, who had already, not a
little patriotic poetry to his credit, coming under the spece of Dakhaw,
Arif and Sayyid Ashraf, who were holding before the people a vivid
picture of Iran’s glorious past in sharp contrast to her helpless, misera-
ble and ignominious condition under the rule of the Qajars. The wail
of Bahar, the king of poets, that the flock was without a shepherd,
the wolf raging on one side and the lion roaring on the other, still
haunts one’s memory:—
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‘O watchman, how long this sloth and heavy sleep?
Sleep is not for the watchman; O raise they head {rom
slumber!

Behold thy flock without watchman or shepherd,

On one side the raging wolf, on the other the roaring lion;

That one snatches the morsel from the claws of this one,
and this one from that one.
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Each one having dyed his claws and fangs with the blood
of this flock.

The watchman drunk, the flock preoccupied, the enemy
watchful -

The affair rests with God, for it has passed out of our
hands !

The poem containing these verses was sent by the poet to the
King with the Vazir-e-Durbar. The sluggard, however, slumbered on.
In another poem itherefore, the king’s authority waschallenged by the
poet, who openly raised the standard of revolt, and one feels certain
that the echo of the following verses must have been heard in the heart

of the nationalist bard of Rasht, who was still engaged in the study of
medicine:
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Who, indeed, is the King, with this his pride and egotism,

That his intentions with regard to us should be good?

We were the worshippers of God and His Divinity,

‘In whose service, from the dust to the Pleiades,

All are engaged in commemoration, prayers, rising up and
bowing down.’
* Jlo g g0 300 5 fymo b 331 s
0 U Sl 5 o 5 a0 Kl
¥ Osden W g gy B g0 A S phe k



\"

The Constellation of the Constitution appears from the
firmament of Perfection:

The Night of parting draws to an end, and the Morn of
Union dawns!

All will be well through the glory of God Most High.

‘O thou who art in hardship, poverty and distracted
state of mind !

Be patient, for these few brief days will come to an end.

Several factors, no doubt, led to the downfall of the house of
Qajar. Of these perhaps the most powerful was the pen of the poets
of the'day, mightier than the sword, Pour -e-Davoud’s epitaph on the
Qajar is worth recalling on this occasion to show how keenly he
must have participated in the national movement!
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Through this tribe and seven kings of Turkish descent,
Ancient Iran became like a heap of waste.

The cries of owls from that land reach up to the sky;

The men therein are all ¢nervated, distracted and lifeless,

Withered and dried up, sad and miserable.
Indeed this was the result of the rule of the Qajars!

We cannot hope for any fruitage but this from foreign
rulers;
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We cannot expect anything but harm from scorpions and
snakes;

We cannot expect any other achievement from robbers
and thieves;

We cannot expe:t the might and skill of a lion {from the
hyena;

We cannot expect the justice and glory of Parviz from
a Qajar.

A rose-plant will give a rose, a thorn bush will give thorns! !

The enthusiasts for the Constitution were, no doubt, for the time
being, disillusioned. It seemed for a while that it was a dream and
a delusion, as sung by the poetess Minara Khanim to whom are
ascribed the following verses written over the pen-name Hup-hup!
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iiother dear, I slept, I saw a vision :

The Constitution flourished, Mother dear ;

All the poor were housed and nourished, Mother dear !

But my dream was a delusion, Mother dear !

All delusion and confusion, Mother dear !

Whether Pour—e-Davoud also felt depressed by the necessarily
imperfect working of the Censtitution we do not know. But we find
him quietly setting out for Beirut on a cold wintry day in 1909, by
an out of the way route and going on a hurried pilgrimage to Kerbala
and Najaf and to Paris in the following year for the study of law.
But the knowledge of the ancient history, religion and culture of his
country had greater attraction for him. And where could he have

had such a golden opportunity for the study of these subjects thanin
France,thehome of the celebrated French savant, Anquetil-du—Perron,
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who first carried the Avesta from the East to the West and revealed
to western scholars the scriptural lore of the ancient Iranians? The
more he traversed the vast field of those studies, the greater grew the
desire to acquire a mastery over the subject through available French
works. In Paris, too, he came across Madame Rustom K. R, Cama,
a much more intrepid revolutionary than he or any of the Indian or
Iranian students in Europe was, and a leader of Indian students in their
underground campaign for India’s freedom. Coming in contact with
her, Pour-e-Davoud, who had nothing to do with her political acti-
vities, availed himself of the opportunity to obtain first hand knowledge
of the significance and mystery of the rites, ceremonies and customs
of the Parsis from a Parsi herself, It was she who first expounded to
him the meaning and philosophy of the Sudreh and Kusts worn by every
devout follower of the Zoroastrian®faith. A reformer to the core, she
must have also expounded to him the teaching of her revered father—
in-law, and thus formed the connecting link between the two revi-
valists of the ancient creed on the soil of Iran and India.

There is no need, to follow Aga Poure-Davoud any longer in his
studies and researches and in the monumental work undertaken by
him in India to translate the Parsi scriptures into Persian. That story
is succinctly, but skilfully related in Mr. Tarapore’s sketch of his
life. What a satisfaction it must be to him that as the fruit of the
labour devoted to acquire the knowledge of Avesta, he was qualifying
himself for the restoration of the knowledge of the language and
the regeneration of the country,

To come now straight to the subject matter of the Foreword. In
pursuance of a general desire expressed by many friends and admirers
of Aga Pour-e-Davoud, when he attained the age of sixty, a volume
consisting of scholarly contributions in the Persian language was
presented to him to mark their appreciation and the appreciation of
the public generally in Iran and India ot his valued activities and ser-
vices for the promotion of Iranian scholarship and the creation of inter-
est in the problems of the ancient civilization and culture of Iran. There
was also the general desire, particulalv among the Parsi friends and
well wishers of the veteran scholar, that another volume commemora-
ting the occasion should be presented to him and that it should
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embody contributions from well-known scholars in English and
French. Mr. Jehangir Badhni, an enlightened and public-spirited
citizen of Teheran and the ‘Iran League’s Representative in the
capital of His Majesty the Shah, wrote officially on the subject
in October 1947. The Teheran Zoroastrian Anjuman undertook to
publish both the volumes. But after publishing volume I, it
expressed its inability to proceed with the publication of the second
volume, Thereupon Mi. Badhni and Dr. M, Moin, himself an
esteemed scholar and colleague of the Prof essor, who was a member
of the Poure-Davoud Memorial Volume Committee, approached the
President of the Iran League in February 1948, with a request that
the second volume be printed under the auspices of the League.
The League’s Committee cheerfully undertook this most agreeable,
though arduous, duty. Owing to difficuities in obtaining the contri-
butions in time, difficulties and other causes, the work of publication
has taken more time than expected, We are grateful, however,
that it has now been accomplished and our thanks are due to all the
contributors for their valued co-operation and to the donors for
providing funds for the purpose, notably the Sir Dorab and Ratan
Tata Charities, the Dinshah Irani Memorial Fund Committee, Sir
Cowasjee Jehangir and Mr, Jehangir N, Badhni.

On theintrinsic worth of the contents of this volume I shall
not presume to offer any remarks even though it should not be out
of place in a Foreword todoso. Such asitis, we rejoice to place
before the general public this token of our humble, unpretentious
tribute to the memorable achievements of a great scholar, -a
great patriot, and a great Irani of whom any nation may well
be proud. India welcomed him in 1944 when he came on a
Cultural Mission with His Excellency Ali Asghar Hekmat, another
brilliant exponent of ancient Iranian culture and a friend of the
Zoroastrian community, We wish we may soon be honoured with
another visit by these esteemed scholars,

Before I conclude, there is one question to which I should
like to call attention on this occasion, Is this the mighty ocean ?
Is this all, to mark the Parsi community’s appreciation of and
gratitude for the magnificent services rendered by Aga



X

Poure-e-Davoud ? Cannot something more be done in his honour ?
The worth of his work is beyond rubies. But a true scholar cares
little for monetary reward. He covets nothing more than that
his scholarship and services may continue to bear fruit. There
are some manuscripts of his writings still remaining to be
published, Their publication should no longer be delayed.
It would, I think, also be a graceful compliment paid to him
were the Parsi community to hand over a sufficient sum to the
K. R. Cama Oriental Institute for arranging for periodic visits of
Aga-Poure e-Davoud and other scholars to India for giving courses
of lectures and conducting study centres in Bombay and other
places, and for renewing contact with Avesta and Pahlavi scholars,
with a view tu promoting Iranian scholarship and research.

Bombay, RUSTAM MASANI,
15, November 1950.
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PROFESSOR POUR-E DAVOUD.

A SKETCH OF HIS LIFE AND ACTIVITIES.

This being a volume in English commemorating the services uf
Professor Pour-e Davoud, the Professor ¢f Avesta and Pahlavi, and
Ancient Iranian Culture at the University of Teheran it would be
appropriate togive an account of his lite and activitics in the cause of
expounding the ancient I[ranian texts and develeping an interest in
the ancient Zoroustrian civilization among the Iranians of today,
When the learned savant attained the age «f 60 years his Diamond
Jubilee was celebrated in Teheran by a large circle of his friends
and admirers in Iran. A volume consisting of articles and poems
in Persian contri uted by well-known scholars was presented to
him on the occasion, In that volume which appeared as Poure
Davoud Memorial Volume I, Dr. Muhammad Moin, Litt, D, Lecturer
at the University of Teheran and a close associate of the Professor
gave in Persian a long account of his life and activities That
biographical sketch is used here as a basis supplemented with come
features which might be of special interest to Zoroastrians

EARLY LIFE.
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Ibrahim Poure-Davoud, the son of Bagqir, the son of Mahomad
Hussain was born at Resht, in north Iran, on the 20th day of
Bahman, 1264 (Khurshidi) .e. 5th :arch, 1886. Little did anyone
dream at that time that this child was destined to translate
into modern Persian the oldest and most important books of his
Aryan ancestors and thus immortalize his name in the bListory
and literature of Iran.
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He studied the rudiments of Persian and Arabic at Resht
and proceeded to Teheran in 1284, (1906 A. D.), with the

idea of learning the art of ancient medicine, Within two years
he acquired sufficient knowledge to become a ‘“Hakim Bashi’’ (a
practitioner in native medicine).

It was during this period that a wave of nationalism spread
throughout Iran and the fight for constitution was raging in
full force. ““I was in Teheran,” he has said, ‘‘when Iran’s con-
stitutiona! freedom was heralded, and often have I gone in the
wake o! donkeys ridden by Nuri, Behbani and Tabatari, the leaders
of the constitutional movement then.” It was at this time that he
began to write some poems in the patriotie vein.

It had always been the ambition of Poure Davoud to travel
to foreign lands  On a cold winter day in 1909, be set out for Beirut
by an out of the way route, He was afraid that if he went by
Resht his relations might create obstacles for him. He went
through Qum, Sultanabad, Kermanshah and Baghdad. He per-
formed a hurried pilgrimage of Kerbala and Najaf and leaving the
shores of the Tigris went through an exhausting journey of eighteen
days to Aleppo eventually reaching Beirut, After a few years at
Beirut he returned to Resht via Constantinople and Trebizond to see
his parents there.

In 1910 he went to Paris to study law, At this time with a few
other Iranians he formed a literary society in Paris, While in Paris
he for the first time came to know something authoritative about the
Zoroastrinn religion and books through French works on the Avesta
and Pahlavi texts  There also he came in contact with Madam Cama,
the daughter-in-law of the well-known scholar Mr. K, R, Cama who
explained to him the importancc of sudreh and kushti as the emblems
of the Zoroastrian faith,

The irst World War broke out in 1914 and put an end to the
study of International Law by Poure Davoud. He had to leave Paris
and travelling through Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Roumania
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Bulgaria, Constantinople and Aleppo he reached Falujeh and Baghdad
by sailing down the Euphrates in a small wooden punt known as
“Shakhtur”. He staycd in the ancient capital of the Abbaside Kbalifs
for some time and started editing a journal called the ‘‘Ristakhiz”
(i. e, Resurrection).

Everyday he and his friends were living in anticipation of the
British coming up to Baghdad via Basra. They heard of Kut-ul-Amarah
falling into their hands. Poure Davoud had to traverse once again the
vast plains of Iran and betake himself to the mountains of Iran, His
troubles, however, did not end there, After a few months at
Kermanshah in the neighbourhood of Taq-e Bostan that city of the
Kurds fell into the hands of the Russians. Poure Davoud had to pack
up in the middle of the night and after a thousand woes and worries
he reached Qasre Shirin.

Luckily for Poure Davond the British had then fallen back from
Kut-ul- Amarah and there was a way of escape for him. This gave
little respite. For the war was so rapid that in his own words “‘no one
was given a moment of respite to eat a date with letsure.”

Poure Davoud was desitous of proceeding to Lurope f:om
Constantinople. In Constantinople through the hostiiity of the then
Ambassador of Iran, the Turks had become cuspicious of him and
refused to grant him permission to depart. After seme months he
succeeded in getting his permit to leave Turkey. He went to Berlin
through the Balkans. His aim was to proceed to Switzerland but
once again late was against him. The Germans at that time did
not allow anyone to leave theli destitute country. Poure Davoud
had no other alternative but to stay in Berlin and share the terrible
privations of the seventy millions of Germans. He was there when
the war ended and continued to stay therc for some years devoting
his time entirely to Iranian studies.

After years of stay in loreign lands his heart yearncd for the
country of his birth. He once again set out for Iran, this time via
Riga, Moscow and Baku reaching Enzeli on June 1, 1924, He passed
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one winter in Teheran and two summers in Shamiran, studying the
prevailing state of affairs,

Poure Davoud soon started on his travels again. He went to
Baghdad which had then become the capital of King Faizal. By the
way of Basra he came to India where he publshéd a part of his
commentary on the Avesta, He then proceeded to Berlin where the
commentary of the other parts of the Avesta was published, H then

spent two years at Dr. Tagore’s university at Shantiniketan and
again returned to Germany.

After roaming about thus for nearly twenty-nine ye.rs Poure
Davoud retnrned to Teheran in 1316 (i. e. 1938 A. D,) and began
to lecture at a college as a professor. A year later he became a
permanent member of the staff of the Ministry of Education. When
a cultural mission was sent to India in 1323 Poure Davoud was one
of its members with Ali Asghar Hekmat and Rashid-i-Yasmini.
They visited various Universities and educational institut ons in India
in a tour lasting for seventy days.

Today Poure Davoud’s house is the Mecca of the lovers of
learning and the ancient culture of Iran, After sixty years ofa
rich and adventurous life this great scholar can confidently say that
nothing turned out false for him, Everything turned out as it,
promised to do. Whatever he loved became dearer to him with
every passing day, Not a day dawns but Justice seems purer and
Freedom lovelier to him. Every day poetry appears more sincere,

sincerity more poetic, nature more divine, and divinity more natural
to this great savant,

II. TRAVELS,

The travels of Poure Davoud in Iran are confined to Gilan,
Teheran, Kermanshah, Qazvin, Qum, Iraq and Hamadan, while
returning irom his latest jounney to India he visited Khurramshah

and Ahwaz But his travels in foreign countries have taken up nearly
half the years of his life.
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SYRIA :—In the month of Tir, 1287, he proceeded to syria and
stayed at Beirut until Mordad, 1289. During these travels he visited
Beirut, Damascus. Aleppo, Dar-ul-Zur, Jabal, I.ebanon, and Jerusalem,
In jerusalem, which has been aptly called the place of Manifestation
of various religions, he examined the religions of the Jews the
Christians and the Muslims, with a critical eye in a Qasideh
(panegyric) which he composed.

FRANCE:—He proceeded to France in Meher, 1286, and remained
there till 1294. Once again he went to France from Germany on
4th Tir, 1310 and remained there till the 7th of the month of Mordad.
During this period he visited Paris, Beauvais, Boulogne, Dijon
and Evian. He looked with admiring eyes at Bibliotheque Nationale
the Louvre Museum, and Bibliotheque Asiatique, and was present
on the historic occasion of the Exposition Coloniale in June, 1931

GERMANY : —Poure Davoud visited Germany several times and
it can be said that he passed one-third of his life in this country,
In 1924 from France he first visited Germany but did not stay there
for long. He proceeded there a second time in September, 1916,
and stayed there for eight years. His third visit was in 1931 when
he stayed for one year, Duringthis period he visited Berlin.
Erlangen, Nuremberg, Munich, Hamburg and other towns. Being
a keen student he had particular interest in the prominent museums
and libraries of these cities,

INDIA .(—Poure Davoud visited India thrice. In 1304 he first
came to India via Baghdad and Basra with his wife and daughter
at the invitation of the Parsis of Bombay. He stayed for two and
a half years and published a part of his work on the Avesta. In 1311
in response to the invitation of the Shantiniketan University the
Iranian Government appointed him Professor of Iranian culture
there. He held the post till the end of 1312, The last visit to India
was as a member of the Iranian Cultural Missiomn.

Poure Davoud visittd many towns in India such as Bombay,
Karachi, Calcutta, Delhi, Mysore, Patna, Benares, Almedabad,



6 Prof. Poure Davoud Memorial Vol. No. Ii

Bangalore, Hyderabad, Gwalior, Surat,.Udwada, Navsari and Aligarh.
His attention was particularly attracted towards the historic ruins
of Nalanda and Bodh Gayva, the gold mines of Mysore, Mahatma
Gandhi’s Ashram at Ahmedabad, the agricultural activities of the
Zorastrians of Dahanu, the Jain temples and the famous inosque at
Sakkar.

It was at this time that he came 1n close contact with the Parsis
of India. Here is what he said abount them: ““In 1304 I happened
to pass through India where I mixed with the Parsis. The similarity
of their ways and manners to those c¢f the ancient Iranians convinced
me that the effect of the teachings of the Avesta persisted in them,
1 hese followers of the ancient faith are outstending in the midst of
millions of Brahmins and Muslims and occupy a high position ”

It was during this visit that he was entertained by the following
distinguished persons in India :—

1. Maharaja Krishna, H, H. the Maharaja of Mysore and his son the
present ruler of the State.

2. H. H. Sir Sayaji Rao, the Gaekwar of Baroda, who gave a party
in honour of Prof, Poure Davoud during his second visit.

w

H. E. H. the Nizam of Hyderabad granted him an interview.

4. Sir Sultan Ahmed one of the distinguished judges gave a party
in his honour.

N

Sir Mirza Ismail, the Prime Minister of Mysore, granted him an
interview and was deeply impressed with his learning,

BELGIUM :—1In the year 1307 when Prof, Poure Davoud was
returning from India he visited Brussels. In the next year he visited
Belgium again and saw La Panne and Dunkirk. In 1314 when he

visited Germany again he took the opportunity to see Zoute, Knock,
Bruge and Ostend.

MESOPOTAMIA (Iraq): Prof, Poure Davoud visited Baghdad.
five times. His first visit was in 1287 when on his way to Syria,
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He went to Baghdad once again in 1294 and stayed there for some
time. In 1295 he came to Bombay from Kermanshah and then went
to Istambul. When he visited India in 1304 he trave!led via Baghdad.
Lastly he got down at the aerodrome of Habbaniya near [‘aghdad
when he travelled as a member of the Cultural Mission to India.
It appeared as if this ancient city unconsciously attracted him always.
As he himself remarks, “ It is as it were thix city is uncaniily
connected with my destiny for whatever way I travel the waters of
the Tigris always confront me.” During his travels Basiah, Kerbala
and Najaf were visited,

TURKEY :—He visited Turkey twice, The first visit wasx in
1289 when he visited Istambul and proceeded to Baghdad, In 1294
along with some Persian emigrants he had to stay at Istamliul for
some months.

Over and above the countries and towns referred to above Poure
Dovoud visited places like Port Said, Trieste, Venice, Switzerland,
Roumania, Bulgaria and Russia.

III, STUDIES.

The education ot a man whose mercurial ten:iperament and
vicissitudes of life tossed him from place to place naturally fallsinto
five different stages.

1. Preliminary Education at Resht:—

We shall do well to hear what he has himself to say about thi:
period. ‘In my birthplace Resht I learned a bit of reading and
writing. In those days Resht had no modern school. My father
who was one of the merchants and landlord there desired that my
brothers and I should learn something, He sent us to the scheol of
Haji Hassan. For some years 1 studied grammar undcr the bead-
master of the school Said Abdul Rahim Khalkhali, who breathed his
last at Teheran on 29th Khordad, 1321.”

2. Study of Ancieut Medicine at Teheran :—

Poure Davoud went to Teheran with his brother Sulcinan
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Davoudzade and his teacher Khalkhali. There he attended the classes
of Mirza Mahomed Hussainkhan who was known as the ¢ King of
Joctors” and leained under him the art of ancient medicine. After
two years he qualified as '‘Hakim Bashi’’ to practise asa doctor, For
this course his text-book was of the famous philosopher Avicenna
Even at this age young Poure Davoud had set his heart on visiting’
Europe. He therefore studied French at the Alliance School for
several months.

3. Young Ebrahim studies Law :—

His repeated entreaties to his father to allow him to proceed
to Europe had no effect on the old man. He always put him off
by saying “‘It is still too early.”

Young Ebrahim was not to be put off in this way. In the
month of Tir, 1287, a few days before the death of Muzzaffar-ud-Din
Shah he left Teheran and with some difficulty reached Beirut. He
studied French Literature for two years at the Laique School
there.

In Shahrivar 1289, Poure Davoud went to Beauvais in France
and startea the study of law there. Fortified with his elementary
studies he went to Paris University and studied law under eminent
professors. Five years later he proceeded to Berlin for further
studies in law,

5 Studies in the Culture of Ancient Iran ;—

Poure Davoud was studying law so long but his heart was
elsewnere. His cherished desire in life was to revive {he ancient
glory of Iran, to dig and delve into the store-houses of knowledge
and bring to light the priceless cultural heritage of his great
ancestors, While he was listening to the lectures on the dry subject
of Jaw his mind was wandering far afield, across the long centuries,
in those ages when Iran was at the zenith of her glory.

This desire had however to become articulate. The budding
poet,—for he was now trying his hand successfully at poetry,—
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did not know he was to begin his noble work. Poure Davoud
recently wrote in the “Ummid’’:—*As I remained in Germany I
learnt the German langugage and studied law at the University
of Berlin for some years. I however had no idea hcw this study
would prove profitable to me. All the time my heart was set
upon some study that would have something to do with
ancient Iran. OUnce my French teacher in the High
School at Beirut set us a subject for an essay in our
examination. Instead of writing on the subject I wrote about
ancient Iran. Naturally I failed in the examination, for, I digressed
from the subject. Thus when I realised that 1 knew several European
languages in which some of the best books atout ancient Iran had
been written and that these books were now accessible to me I gave
up the study of law even as I had given up the study of ancient
medicine. The long and short of it is that hereafter Iran became
the subject ot my studies

‘““This extremely vast subject which extends over the period
beginning from 1000 B.C,to 700 A,D. is sufficiently extensive to
keep a man constantly absorbed for the sixty or seventy years of
his life.”

The eminent Parsi scholar, late Mr. Behramgore Anklesaria said
in his foreword to the Yashts: ¢‘He (Poure Davoud) proceeded to
Germany for Oriental studies and for years he studied the sacred and
well-known literature of the Zoroastrians under the great scholars of
Germany and France. He mastered his subject so thorougly that he
translated songs of Zoroaster from the ancient Avestan language into
modern Persian and presented them to the world.”

Prof. Poure Davoud as a result of his profound studies and
prolonged travels obtaincd a mastery over the German and French
languages. He knows Arabic and English well enough for his purpose
whereas he can talk in all four languages. His chief stronghold
is, however, Avesta a subject on which he is an acknowledged

authority,
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IV, POURE DAVOUD AND THE ORIENTALISTS.

During his stay in Europe Poure Davoud came into contac.
with many great Orientalists, He always availed himself ¢ benefit
by their knowledge and experience.

Prof. Marquart (German) —It would be best to quote Poure
Davoud about this great scholar; ¢‘ On the night of 14th February
1930 as a result of an unpleasant incident Prof. Marquart commit-
ted suicide at the age of sixty-six. His sudden death came as a
great blow to our country because an important section of his
study and research remained unpublished This comprised of a
commentary on the Gathas, the Translation of the Pahlavi
Bundahishn and the translation of the Pahlavi text of the “Cities of
Iran”. I myself had seen the manuscripts of these works which
were unfortunately never published. Those of his works which have
been published are the most reliable documents about ancient Iran,
His last publication was an article on ‘“Das Nauruz” which appeared
in the Mody Memorial Volume.

“Although Dr. Marquart had never visited Iran the country was
exceedingly dear to him and he had made it the subject of his life-
ong study and research, Like Prof, E.G, Browne he worked to find out

the grandeur and glory of Iran. It was his ardent desire that Iran
may come under the sway of Iranians and they may revert to the
ancient faith of their ancestors, He longed to see that the tomb of
Cyrus in the plain of Murghab become the place of pilgrimage for the
rich Iranians, He was an ardent advocate of the purity of the
Persian language and maintained that not on!y the Persian language
be made devoid of all foreign words but that the Arabic script b€
raplaced by that of the Avesta, and that an Iranian ¢ra be substitu-
ted for the Hijri era. As he adored Iran and was exceedingly well
informed about her past he evinced special hatied and hostility
towards the Arabs and the Turks who were the destroyers of the
ancient civilization of Iran. His extraordinary intelligence memory
and perseverence made Dr. Marquart unequalled, It can be as-
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serted without fear of contradiction that he was the foremost
orientalist <o far as Iran was concerned Perhaps for some time to
come none will attain his 'evel and it will take some years before his
place is filled in. All the orientalists and the Iranians owe a deep
debt of gratitude to the late great scholar, I am particularly under
his life-long obligation because very often in the compostion of this
book {the translation of thc¢ Yashts) I had many a difficulty solved
by him orally and in writing, Many a time when I was at a loss I
invariably turned to him for guidance. May Ahuramazda keep his
soul cheerful and happy in the realms of eternity !”

Prof. E. G. Browne:—Poure Davoud was in contact with

the distinguished orientalist Prof. Edward Grenville Browne who has
given a life sketch and some poems of this scholar in his book
entitled ‘ The Modern Press and Poetry of Persia.”

Dr. Oskar Mann: (A German scholar who died in Berlin
on 5th December, 1917) knew Persian and Kurdish Languages very
well and had travelled in Iran several times,

Dr, Frank: He was an authority on the Syriac language
and was on intimate terms with Poure Davoud.

M. Hartman was a Gerran orienta list who had specialized
in Persian and Arabic.

Dr. Schaeder of Germany was an orientalist who was an
authority on the Persian language and particularly on the Shah Nameh,

Poure Davoud also came into contact with Dr. J. Hell and
Dr. Eugen Mittwech both great masters on the Arabic language
and terature. '

The French scholar Blochet loved Poure Davoud dearly and
got his name engraved on his signet ring, in Pahlavi letters.

- Poure Davoud was also on friendly terms with the Russian
scholar Minorsky and the German Orientalist’ Wolf who prepared
an index to the Shah Nameh,
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V. POURE DAVOUD AND MUSLIM SCHOLARS.

Prof. Poure Davoud was not only on friendly terms with
orientalists in Europe but he was also on intimate terms with Muslim
scholars in different parts of the world and commanded their love and
respect. Only a few of these can be mentioned here.

Mirza Muhammad Qazvini is a name to conjure with in thc world
of Persian and Arabic literaturc. Scholars of both east and west have
paid glowing tributes to his keen intelligence, high standard ot
criticism and profound knowledge of both Persian and Arabic. In
his book ‘“ Bist Muqala” ( twenty discourses) Qazvini has written an
essay in a tender vein and he speaks about his beloved friends He
proceeds to say ‘ One of the scholars living in Berlin at that time
was my old friend Mirza Poure Davoud a poet representative of the
present age who commands a wonderful style and characteristic
diction and is an advocate of pure Persian .,..”

Kayam Zadeh Iranshahar . This well known author and journalist
has to his credit several books which f{urnish brilliant specimen
of modern Persian prose, He started and edited an exceedingly
interesting and informative magazine named ‘Iran Shahar” from
Berlin, Poure Davoud passed much time in the company of this
great scholar and journalist, Kayam Zadeh spoke very highly of
the veracity, vast historical knowledge and pure Persian diction
of Poure Davoud.

Sayyed Hussawn Taqi Zadeh: He was the Persian Ambassador
in London during the war. He was a scholar, a journalist and a
far-sighted statesman. During the first world war he published the
well-known magazine ‘‘Kaveh” which did much to train and
enlighten public opinion in Iran.

Jamal Shah : All students of modern Persian must have read
thc highly entertaining book by this author ‘“Once upon a time
(Yaki bud va Yaki Na Bud), He is Professor of Persion in
Switzerland.”
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Among rthe Muslim Scholars may be mentioned Prof.
Mohammad Ishaqg of the Calcutta University and the author
of the comprehensive book ¢Shamra-e—Asre Hajir” (ins three
volumes), In course of an article in the ‘‘Modern Review" 'he
wrote, * During my sojourn through Iran I did not have the good
fortune to meet Poure Davoud because he was then In Germany,
I came to be acquainted to him only by correspondence. He was
good encugh to send me his photograph so that I may use it in
my book along side some of his selected poems.”

Prof Poure Davoud also attended the Seventh All India
Oriental Conference held at Baroda in 1933. He met there dis-
tinguished persons like the late Dr. Muhammad Iqgbal, Dr, Abdul
Haq and Mr. Nizam-ud-Din, Prof, Abdul Qadir and the late Prof,
Nadirshah Minocherhomji were personal friends of Poure Davoud.

VI —POURE DAVOUD AND THE PARSIS.

Centuries of oppression, religious fanaticism, anarchy and
intolerance had reduced the Zoroastrians of Iran to the level of
dumb driven cattle, They had lost their religious ;books and there
was no literatuwre to speak of on that subject. It was hence
natural that they should become ignorant about their religion.

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the Parsis of India
once again established contact with their coreligionists, The late
Mr, Maneckji Limji Hatatia made heroic efforts to ameliorate the
lot of the Zoroastrians of Iran with the help of Parsis, G.eat
though his services were they could but touch only a fringe of the
enormous problem,

Later on Iranians came to India for education, Of these
Khudabax and Arbab Kaikhusru Shahrukh tried their best to
fan the flame of Zorostrian faith by means of lectures, Each of
them wrote a book in Persian on the subject. But it failed to
introduce the Zoroastrians of Iran to the sacred and sublime litera-
ture of the Gathas and the Yashts,
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The late Mr. Dinshah J. Irani, a great lover of Iran, had a new
idea, Ie believed that if the sacred books could be translated by
an able scholar the translation would bring home to the hearts
of Iranians—Zoroastrians and Muslims alike—the greatness of their

faith and would make them conscious of their great cultural
heritage.

During 1924 when Mr, Irani had been inIran he expressed his
desire to some of the learned Iranians that he was in search of
an Iranian who would undertake the translation of the holy Gathas
in modern Persian. The Iranians were unable to recommend any
individual capable of undertaking the task. They suggested that
Mr. Irani should try to get the scholar he wanted from among the
students who had been to Europe for study. He was told to write
to Mirza Abdul Wahab of Qazvin who was then in Paris. He was
one of the greatest intellectuals of Iran in Europe at the time. It
was Mirza Abdul Wahab who suggested the name of Poure Davoud,
On receiving a single letter from Mr. Irani oftering him the work of
translating the Gathas in modern Persian Prof, Pcure Davoud left
his family and everything in Berlin and hastened to Bombay. He
stayed for two ycars in Bombay to complete the work, Today
through the translations so ably done by the great Professor the

Zoroastrians of Iran have come to learn their religion far better
than they ever hoped to do., In Teheran, Yezd and Kerman circles
have been formed for the study of these books, The most remark-
able result is that many Muslims of Iran have also come to realise
the greatness of the religion followed by their ancestors.

Prof. Poure Davoud came in contact with most of the Pats
scholars of India particularly those who were well-versed in Avesta
and Pahlavi.

Dinshah J. Irami: As we have seen it was Mr, Irani who
selected Prof. Poure Davoud for the task of translating the Gathas
into modern Persian. Poure Davoud acknowledges his indebtedness
to bim thus, ‘At the ¢nd I beg to tender my profound thanks to the
members of the Iranian Zoroastrian Anjman who have lavished their
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love and kindness upon me thoroughout my stay, My thanks are par-
ticularly due to the worthy President of the Anjuman, my learned and
beloved friend Mr. Dinshah Jeejeebhoy Irani who took great pains
on my behalf and left pothing undone to give me complete
somfort and facilitv, As a result of this I could attend to my work
with cool and collected mind.”

As a token of gratitude Poure Davoud had resolved to take out a
Memorial Volume on Mr Irani’s fifty-fifth birthday. The work was
taken up by him along with some Parsis but the publication was
delayed and in the meantime Mr, Irani passed away, The volume was
published after his death.

Shams-ul-ulema. Dr. Swr  Jivanji  Jamshedr M odi :—This
scholar of International fame has written as follows in the
beginning of the English section of the Gathas (first edition)-
“1 am happy that 1 first met the young compiler.of this book in
the hotel Maude at Baghdad in the end of October, 1925.
At that time he was on his way to Bombay to study the
literature of the Parsis.”” At the end of the preface to the
Yashts Poure Davoud wrote about Dr, Modi asfollows: ‘“ Another
prominent Parsi to whom I am grateful is the well-known Parsi
scholar Shams-ul-Ulema Dr. Jivanji Jamshedji Modi who always
unhesi.atingly acceded to my request for books, It was through his
good offices and influence that twenty precious volumes regarding
the Zoroastrian religion and published by the Parsee Panchayat
were presented to me.” Poure Davoud contributed a learned
article to the Dr. Modi Memorial Volume published as a mark
of honour to the great scholar on his seventieth birthday.

G. K. Nariman :—Poure Davoud has admitted that Mr, G. K,
Nariman kept him informed about the latest works of European
Orientalists,

Ervad B. N. Dhabhar . the well-known authority on Avesta
rendered Poure Davoud great service by going through the Avestan
text of the work and the Persian translation and pointing out
errors therein.

The late Mr. Behramgor Anklesaria the acknowledged authority
on Pahlavi was always ready to give the benifit of his vast knowledge
to Poure Davoud. For several months he daily coached him and
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Poure Davoud has feelingly acknowledged his obligation. When the
news of the death of Mr. Anklesaria reached Teheran a condolence
meeting was held there and glowing tributes were paid to the
profound learning of the deceased. A life-sketch was also given in
a local magazine by Poure Davoud eulogizing Mr. Anklesaria’s
great qualities of head and heart,

When Poure Davoud was returning after his first visit to India
he met Shamsh-ul-Ulema Dr. Maneckjc N, Dhalla at Karachi. He

soon realised the vast knowledge of Dr. Dhalla

The late Mr, Sokrab J. Balsara M. A., the then Editor of the Iran
League Quarterly was also a friend of Poure Davoud. Besides these
he claimed many friends among the Parsis of India among whom
can be named Dr, I. J. S, Taraporevala, the late Dastur Darab
Peshotan Sanjana, Dr, Kaikobad and the late Dr. Faredun Dada-
hanji,

VII.—-POURE DAVOUD AS A JOURNALIST,

Poure Davoud was not cast into the mould of a journalist but
he soon found out the tremendous power of the Press, His
cherished desire was to awaken the world and particularly his
own countrymen and make them realise the magnificent history and
culture of ancient Iran, To reach the heart of the people jour-
naiism was indispensable.

At first he started a journal in Paris called IRAN SHAHAR in
collaboration with the great scholar Mirza Muhamd Qazvini and
Ashraf Zadeh Tabarizi. A few issues of this monthly were issued.
The name was later adopted by Kazim Zadeh for his famous,
magazine which appeared from Berlin.

The second periodical which Poure Davoud published indepen-
dently was RASTAKHIZ. It was first published from Baghdad and
ater trom Kermanshah, The first issue appeared in August, 1915,
and the last in March, 1916, In those days the Ottoman Govern-
ment held sway over Mesopotamia. The rigid censorship imposed



Professor Pour—e Davoud 17

by the Government made the publication impossible there. “The
Turks did not give me permission for the publication o! Rastakhiz
because I could not support the Pan-Islamic movement, which
was no more than a snare of hypocrisy,” The aim of th: paper
was to ca!l upon the Persians to protect their freedom and to
lead them to progress and betterment. The leading articles lashed
out against England and Russia. They did not spare those
clements in Iran which sought to compromise with the honour of

the country,

VIII—POURE DAVOUD As A POIT,

Poure Davoud has carned a great reputation as a poct amongst
the Muslinis of Iran and India and the Orientalists of Euruie. The
Encyclopae:lia Britannica puts him in the rank of great poets ol
modern Iran, Prof. E. G. Browne in his ““Press and Poetry of
Modern Persia” calls him one of the bards of the present age, and
proceeds to say that in the use of the old Persian idioms in his verses
heis uniqu:. Prof. Ishaque calls Poure Davoud a famous poet and
adds that ia patriotic poetry he is one of the best. Dr. Iraj J. S.
Taraporeviia in his preface to the Yashts says that Poure Davoud
is one of the sweetest poets of the day and has secured a firm position
in the Persian literature. The distinguished scholar Mirza Muhammad
Qazvini says that Poure Davoud is a-talented poet and adds that his

diction :s purely Persian.

Poure Davoud has himself stated that as a schoolboy he used to
write verses and thought that it was poetry. Gradually he started

writing clecies, In those days during the month of Moharram it was
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the fashion to sing such elegies, bent the breast and observe mourning.
Lhe clezies composed by Ponre Daveud were much appreciated by the
people and there was a constant demand fer them. It was at this time
that his friends gave him the nom-de-piume of “Lisan’ (the Tongue).
At the request of his friends he then started writing lyrics, (gazals)
] used to make love to the unseen and unknown beloved,” he says
As it was the vogue these Ivrics were packed with the pain and anguish
of separation, [rom {ie bvloved. He, however, maintains that the best
part of his poems was in the epic style and was written during the
First World War, When his parcots died he was disgusted with poetry.
and destroyed some of the verses he had written,

Poure Davoud has his own poetry. When the magazine “Ummid’
asked him how he Dbecame a poet, he replied, ‘1 have written some

poems. Itis also true that there isa Diwan to my credit. I have

also written a poem called “Yezdagard.” 1 have also written some

poems about the ancient rengion of Irun and now my poems have been
incorporated in many anthologics published in Europe, India, Turkey
and Iran. Asaresult of this 1 am recognised as a poet of the age
And yet such Diwan in a country which claims hundreds of Firdausis

and Khayyams is like a humble drop in the surging ocean of Persian
literature’”,

In spite ol this humility of Poure Davoud some of his pvems stand
amongst the very best in modern Perstan iiterature.

Vohu,” “Yatha Ahu” has become

His song “‘Ashem
a4 great favourite among the
Zoroastrians of Iran and is suug in every school. One has to read and
recite the song to understand the burning love of the poet in the great
religion of his ancestors, and the nobility and sublinity of ivs thoughts

His poem “‘Ameshaspendan’ is also highly spoken of, and widely read.
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Somec of his kasideh also exhibit the intense love of the motherland
which the poet breathed in his verses. His verses in general speak ol
the profound knowledge of the Persian history, customs, manncrs and
Icligion possessed by the poet. His poems, *‘Jazirac Hormuz”,
“Ameshaspcndan”, ““Yalali” and a few others assure his rank among

the greatest poets of Iran of today.

[X.—POURE DAVOUD AS AN AUTHOR.

After composing some of his poems Pourc Davoud turned to
research work which he [ound cungenial to his nature. He soon
discovered that it was work to which he should devote his life,
Thereafter he has given all his attention to study and research work
in ancient history and literature of lran. He says that the general
belief is that an author must use beautiful aund ornate language.
Poure Davoud does not claim to be an author of this type. He
has written much and his commentaries ol the Awvesta alonc extend
to 2500 pages. DBut he has mnot resorted to florid or laboured style
in these pages. He always placed his ideas in simple straightforward
and yet dignitied and appealing language. This simplicity was
befitting the subject he treats. It is simple and at once sublime
and does not demand any grand style, His education and tempera-
ment did not conduce to his using an orpate style. He is by
nature simple and abhors show and ostentation. When he was
studying law in France bhis professor whilc cammenting on his
essays said that his style was like that found in the Dible meaning

that it was simple, lucid and dignified.

As an author Poure Davoud has only one goal. It is to in-
terpret and introduce the lran of the past to the Iranians of today,
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to make them rcalise the greatness of their priceless cultural
heritage. With this ideca he has written numerous articles about
the customs, manners, language and religion of Iran.

HIS STYLE:— The best criticism of the style of Poure Davoud
came from the able pen of perhaps the greatest living Iranian
scholar, Mirza Muhammad Quzvini. In a letter addressed by him
to Poure Davoud he wrote, ‘““Your style in the translations (of the
Gathas and the Yashts) and all your other writings during the last
few years is laconic. It is devoid of redundancies, superfluities,
repetitions, use of synonyms and rhyming prose all patched up
clumsily, It holds the mean between tedious repetitions, prolixity
and disturbing brevity and yet.it is more inclined towards brevity.
In this respect it stands in a class with ‘Tarikh-e Guzideh’ and
‘Tazkiratul Awliya’ of Attar.”

«Another characteristic of your style is that it is natural and
lucid. It comes home alike to the scholar and the layman. There
is no sign of artificiality in it. At the same time unlike some new-
fangled writers you do not imitate and exactly reproduce foreign
phrases and idioms in your work. You also avoid the style of those
patriots who know little of the science of philology and systemati-
cally avoid al! Arabic words from their diction on account of over
much zeal for pure Persian. In spite of this you have steered clear
of the scholarly diction of Arabicists who flood their writings with
Arabic words. Your style avoids all these extremes and is in

excellent taste. Besides it is easily understood by all”.

In the translation of the Yashts Poure Davoud had to use a

style which was in keeping with the subject, and the original text.
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In this connection Poure Davoud says that in reading Avesta we
should not think about its simple style. The words used should be
taken as a vehicle of thought. This simplicity of language is evident
in the Yashts. In all aucient books simplicity of diction, shortness
of sentences, and their repetition are to be noted. The sentences
which appear simple to us were at one time powerful and eloquent
and possessed great suggestive power. With the change of times
this style lost its appeal for us. In the words of the ancients
besides the meaning there is a felicity of diction arising from their
simplicity which should be preserved in its original form. To graft
the ornamentations of today upon this ancient simplicity or to

encroach upon it is an act of treachery,

A RESEARCH SCHOLAR :

Very few scholars in Iran have so successfully adopted and
assimilated thz2 methods of European research scholars in their work
as Poure Davoud has done. Before dealing with a subject he
examines it from all angles and refers to all sources of the East

and West for the most complete and up-to-date information on it.

In the preparation of the first volume of the translation of the
Yashts he referred to one hundred and thirty.six books. These
included those in German, English, Arabic and Pahlavi. Obviously
in the preparation of the second volume hec had to refer to many
more. All told he thus referred to 204 volumes. He resents any
ambiguity in his works, and takes great pains to clarify the smallest
detail, As there is no other Persian book on the subject and as he
realised that those who do not know any other language will solely
depend on his work this thoroughness on the part of Poure Davoud

was wise and commendable.
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Besides ¢iving his translations Ponre Davoud gave a trans-
literation in Roman and Persian characters. Copious marginal nofes

and comments aire of great value 1o the :eader.

The glossary given at the end of the book is an important
contribaution of the scholar as we come to know through it how
many words in current use in the Persian of todav ave derived from
Avesta and Pahlivi words,

The outstanding characteristics of Poure Davoud’s style can he
summarized as under :—

(a) Extreme simplicity. (b) Use of short and complete
sentences. (c¢) Use of Persian words as far as possible not avoiding
Arabic words when necessary. (4) Revival of old words such as,
X340 (parinch, i, e. old, ancient), IS Coum(sonbat dashtani
i. ¢. to lecture), orungid LSJ},-}’ u‘»—"-wﬂ-‘) (be bakhshaish-e  Izad
payvast, i. e, expired) etc.

(¢) He avoids similies, metaphors and allusions,

(f) In his research work he uses the method of European
scholais.

(g) He packs a great deal of meaning in short sentences which
are not only short but sweet,

(1) Research work of Poure Davoud has been in the fields of

history, culture, religion and literaturc of ancient Iran.
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X, —POURE DAVOUD AS PROTTESSOR.

In 1933 at the invitation of the Government of Iran Dr.
Rabindranath Tagore the famous poet-philosopher of India visited
Iran accompanied by Mr. Dinshah J Irani, He then requested the
Iranian Government to send Prof. Davoud to his University of
Vishva Bharati to lecture on the ancient culture of Iran, Accordingly

the Professor who was then in Europe was cirected to go to Shanti
Niketan.

On his return to Teheran he began to lecture at the Teheran
University on Avesta, the ancient culture of Iran and kindred
subjects, His lectures are well informed and embrace a vast variety
of subjects.

XI.—SPEECHES OF POURE DAVOUD,

Poure Davoud has employed yet another method of propagat-
ing his ideas on ancient Iran. He delivered a large number of
speeches in various towns in India such as Patna, Navsari, Surat,
Udwada, Broach, Bombay and others. These lectures were delivered
before all kinds of audiences. For the last several years he has
been delivering discourses at the University of ieheran and in the
Zoroastrian schools of the Iranian capital holding his audiences
spell-bound.

His lectures are more in the nature of learned discourses and
are based on a deep study of his subject. Here too his delivery is
without embellishment or oratorical flourishes. They are couched in

simple straight forward language, Thie arguments are in perfect
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logical order and in the conclusion and summing up he drives home
his points. They are delivered in a matter-of-fact tone without the
local accent of northern Iran, His burning sincerity, wealth of
details and profound knowledge make his speeches very effective
and leave a lasting impression upon the mind of his audience. What
impresses his hearers the most is the undying devotion shown by the
speaker to the faith of ancient Iran. A collection of his speeches

are published under the title ‘Iranshah’ and furnish good reading.

XITI.—HIS CHARACTER

If character is the real wealth of a person Pour« DDavoud can be
called a rich man. Humility is the hall-mark of his character, He
leads a simple life and is always absorbed in his books. In practical
life he trusts others very easily and to some extent he is even
credulous. He takes for granted the goodness and honesty in
others. He is at peace with himself and there is always a calm
anl collected look on his face, As a boy, however, he was extremely
restless. It was only after his travels abroad that he came to
possess a calm mind. “Never before could I believe that devils
could exist in human form and that they could have no desire
except for money, falsehood, flattery and subterfuge, It was inconceiva-

ble for m~ that patriotism was no more than a play-thing in their
eyes.”

Poure Davoud hates subterfuge, falsehood and flattery. Most
of his days he passed in the company of the mighty minds of old.
He is happy in their company within the four walls of his library,
He has drunk decp of the fountain of knowledge but unlike some

scholars he is not intoxicated by it. He has very little of scholarly
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pride in him, In spite of his profound knowledge and research he
told his students repeatedly that the translation of the Gathas had
heen made during his early age when he was hankering after fame
and publicity and as a result many defects had crept into the work,
This statement was not made purely out of modesty. 1ln fact he
spent two years in the libraries of Berlin correcting and finishing
the work.

He believes in the “‘inner calm’’ which comes from being without
heavy burden. Recently a French Orientalist,Henry Corbin, who
visited Iran and came in contaet with him was highly impressed

with the scholarship and modesty of Poure Davoud.

The two outstanding forces that give a tone and shape to his
charcter are his undying patriotism and profound love for his
family. All his poems, essays. discourses, translations and
commentaries have onc common goal i. e, patriotism, Even the

word  ‘mihan’ {mother country) is cacred to him,

It may be regarded strange how a man born in an orthodox
Syed family adored the history, culture, and religion of ancient Iran.
Poure Davoud thus explains this phenomenon: “Even from my
tender age, without anybody, to encourage me I developed keen interest
and strong attachment for everything connected with ancient Iran,
Gradually this desire became so deeply rooted inme that I began to
read books on the subject to the exclusion of all other books,
Thus it was that I became acquainted with the fundamental tenets
of the Zoroastrian religion which became the focus of 11 my energy,
For years I roamed about enjoying myselt in this beautiful garden ful

of birds. It was always my cherished desire to pick up a few flowers
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from this garden and to present them to my countrymen T alse
wanted to make them happy on hearing the sacred songs of the Avesta

and the Niyayvashes which wcere handed down o them by their
ancestors.”

Poure Devoud as it were lives for his country. Itis his constant
anxiety to see that Iran becomes great, glorious and powerful. He
exhorts his countrymen *“ So long as we liave no attachment or love for
our motherland and do not believe inleading an honourable llfe we
shall not strive for the prosperity of our country and for our own
betterment.” In his well-known Qasideh Dheginning with

QM}J di SRCENE ,Jl{g,.s’ R
52
he aptly sums up his own motto of life in the hemistich,

Sy fp2! s of 5

i.e, Young [ranian worships Iran, i.e. his motheriand.

émj QLW < L.\.u

LOVE FOR THE FAMILY:. GLove of the country springs from
love of the home and Poure Devoud dotes on his family, Puran-dokht,
his only child, is the apple of his eyes. The collection of his poems
““Puran-dokht Nameh” was named after her, In the preface to this book
he writes,* [n the hope that this Diwan may be helpful in teaching the
Persian language t¢ my daughter of tender years and infuse in her
heart a love for lran I have given this work the title of ““Puran_
dokht Numeh ' and bave dedicated it to her. The name may appear
somewhat hard to pronounce but to me it is lighter and dearer than
my very souland hence I begto be excused for selecting the came”
He has taught her the Persian language and literature. She invari-
ably attends the ‘Avesta classes and lectures, ‘Thus she has come 1o

mbibe the culture ol ancient Iran.
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The purity and peace of his family is a model forall. Poure
Navoud is thus a good son a true brother, a loving husband and an

adoring father.

XIII-POURE DAVOUD’S IDEAS ON LIFE,

Poure Davoud’s considered vicws on various subjects are highly
refreshing as well as illuminating. They have rivetted the attention
of all thoughtful people in Iran to them. At the same time
foreigners are deeply impressed by the harmonious combination
of the love for the glorious past and the progressive principles in
Poure Davoud.

LITERATURLE OF ANCIEFT IRAN.

With Alexander Dumas, Poure Davoud believes that the history
of the literature of a nation is a deed of agreement of its nationa-
lism and a document of its liberty. The ancient literature of
Zoroastrianism which is connected with the period of its greatness,
grandeur, and glory of Iran has dazzled the eyes of our scholar,
In the preface to his Yashts he says, '*I could not find a more pre-
cious gift than the sacred songs of the ancient book. They are
the very songs which have in the course of several thousand years,
risen frem the tongues of our great ancestors in this land and soared
up to the sublime heavens, Not only did I believe that by the perusal
of this book the people of Iran would understand the customs, and
manners of their ancestors and imbibe their pure character but I was
also hopeful that by the publication of this book I might repnder a

service to the language, literature and history of Iran,”
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Following this idea Poure Davoud worked for thirty years pro-
ducing a chain of works which are precious to all students of the

history, culture and religion of ancient Iran.

CULTURE.

Poure Davoud maintains that the ancient culture of Iran will
alone give freedom to Iran and enable it to become prosperous,
-* Some time ago,’‘ he says, ‘It was believed that with the posses-
sion of a grand army Iran could rise from its low position. Now
that we have it we find that we are what we were. My object is not
that the army is unnecessary. The peace and security that we
have in Iran today (1305) is due to the army. But along with
it we need something else. It is possible that one day we may
move about the streets of Teheran in Mercedes cars. We would be
able to fly in aeroplanes from Teheran to Isphahan, or talk to a
friend over the telephone...... but even if we were to accumulate
all these European means of comfort and convenience in Iran
without proper knowledge we would make use of them against our

own interest.”
CIVILIZATION OF EUROPE.

Poure Davoud maintains that one of the conditions for
progress and freedom is the acceptance of the knowledge and arts of
the civilzied world of today. These being not confined to any
particular race or country and having been obtained as a result
of efforts of wvarious communities throughout several thousand
years, [ran should accept them with open arms and feel grateful
for them. He, however, wants his countrymen not to be so dazzled

as to forget their own nationalism. He urges them to preserve
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the priceless heritage which they have obtained from their brave
enlightened and noble ancestors. [If they fall short in this pious
duty they would justify the words of Firdausi:

e g oaf agay o fP— U 35 ey 5 fpal 5
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LITERATURE:

Poure Davoud pleads for reverting to the old traditions ol
the Persian literature. ‘‘The Iranians,” he says, “asa people have a
refined taste. The Persian language is like a vast and bound ess
ocean of words, expressions and idioms and many works of our
ancient poets dealing with battle and banquets, romance and
philosopby, ethics and mysticism, exist. The words are all laid out.
It is only necessary for the travellers traversing this high and fine
ways to be provisioned with knowledge and learning and be
equipped with a careful study of ancient Iran, Throngh the
revival of the nationalism of Iran and its ancient ways and tradi-

tions may a new era of renaissance, fragrant and joyous, dawn
upon us !”’

He has translated this principle into action by publishing

3

poems such as “Jam’, “Fravahar-e-Darius,” ‘Yazdegard Shah-
riyar,” and others.

WOMAN ;

It 1s but natural that this great scholar of the ancient culture

of Iran should hold woman in high esteem. In his ‘Qasidch’on ‘Th:
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Greatest Sin— Polygamy.* he says “O son of pure decent  hear  this
from me, know that thine own and the nation’s honour depends
on woman. Whoever permits himself to take two wives, 1s a traitor

)

and an cnemy to the education and culture of the (present) age.

RELIGION i

In spite of his deep devotion and constant research in the
ancient religion of lran, Pourc Davoud considers Islam a sacred
religion and respects all religions. In one of his pocms he appeals
to his countrymen to sink all religious differences and offer a

united front against the common enemy.

X1IV_-HONOUKS AND TRIBUTES TO POURE DAVOUD.

Poure Davoud was .better known in Lurope and India than
in his own country beflore he returned to Iran, For the last ten
years he has stayed in lran and his countrymen have now realised

his worth. They are now benefitting by his knowledge.

From his early age people were not slow in realising and appre-
ciating his talent. When he was hardly twenty-five his worth was
recognized by Prof. E. G. Browne. The late Mr. G. K. Narimang

also realised his literary talents.

It was, however, the famous philosopher poet of India Dr,
Rabindranath Tagore, who was the first to do honour to Poure Davoud
by requesting that he may be appointed at his University to give
lectures on ancicnt Iranian culture.  On his arrival al Bolpore railway

station he was received Dby Ratindranath, Dr. Tagore’s son and the
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N ee

Professor of Sanskrit at shantt Nikaian, At the University a warmer
and more dignified reception awaited him. A platform made of clay
was spectallyv raised foir the hounoured gnest on which the [ollowlng

hines of Hahz were written with lentil sceds.

ot &3 (] P ru@.;b.uc )
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Dy. Tagorc was personally presenl on the oceasion and lines were
recited from the Gathas and the Rigveda. An address in Persian was

then read. Tagore delivered the welcome speech and presented the
address to Poure Davoud.

While doing.so Dr. Tagore said, ‘In different chapters of our
history, India has communed with your (Iran’s) culture, through,
art and literature and philosophy, we have built up comradeship of
civilization. Those were the golden days ol Asia’s self-expression
when in spite of barricrs of language and distance, her neighbouring
countries carried on a commerce of the spirit, rich in the wealth of
realization, of wisdom garnered from many fields ol ettort and
achievement.

“'Centuries of oblivion have intervened, the dust of time ha-
covered up the relics of India’s kinship with Iran, But the memoty
of that ancient union still runs in our blood, and in this great age
of Asia’s awakening we arc once more discovering our affinities, we
are rescuing from the debris of vanished ages the un-dying
memorials of our co-operation,

“You havc cume up to us with that message of Asia’s -awakening.

OQnce morc we arc to light our lamps which ages ago lran and ladia
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placed together on the altar of Asia’s common culture. The hymns
we then sung in languages closely allied will yet again reverberate
under Asia’s sky ; we shall unite our hearts and our minds in quest

of the inmost truths of our soul.”

Dr. Tagore also thanked the Iranian Government for establishing
the Chair of Iranian Culture at Vishva Bharati University and selec-
ting such an able man as Prof. Poure Davoud to fill it, The reply
sent by H. H. Foroughi, the Iranian Minister of Foreign Affairs wa$
vary significant. * Dr. Tagore,1 assure you,” the reply was wor ded
“no thanks are due by you tous, and 1 will tell you the reason.
1200 years ago a part «nd parcel of our countrymen (Parsis) had to,
leave the shores of this country under distressing clrcumstances. We
drove them out and India gave them refuge and protection, as if they
were her own children. At no time we thanked India tor the same,
We are founding the Chair in your University as a slight tokcn of
appreciation and gratitude for what India had done in protecting

and preserving our own children.”

Poure Davoud presided over the Arabic and Persian Section ol the
Seventh All India Oriental Conference held at Baroda in December,
1933 and read a paper therc on ¢ Some referenice about Buddism in

Iranian Literature and History.”

YAZISHN,

It is very rarely that non-Zoroastrians are ailowed to witness
the Yazishn ceremoney being performed by Parsi priests. So far only
four such persons were privileged to doso: the German savant Haug,
the French lady scholar Menant, Prol, Jackson of America and Prof.
Poure Davoud, LEven Prof. Darmesteter could not see it during his

stay in India.
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At the request of Mr. Dinshah J. Irani, Dastur Phiruz and
Dastur Kaiyoji of Udvada granted permission to Poure Davcud to
observe the sacred ceremony being performed. Poure Davoud has
given a pen picture of the ceremony in one of his articles. He was
much impre:sed at the recital of the Avesta in a ceremony which has
remained in the same form as it was used during the time of the
Sassanians or even earlier, and was sacred to Zarathushtra, the prophet

of Iran,

HONOURED BY PARSIS.

On April 25, 1928, the Parsis of Bombay presented Poure
Davoud with an address signed by well-known persons in the com-
munity such as Sir Hormasji Dinshaw, Sir Pheroze Sethna, Mr,
Peshotanji Marker, Mr, Dinshah Irani, Mr, Jehangir Vimadalal and
others as representing various associationsin Bombay. The address
gave expression to the feelings of love and gratitude for all that Poure-
Davoud had done for the beloved land of Iran in general and for the
Zoroastrian community in particular. The following passage from the

address may well be quoted:—

“ Qur brother Zoroastrians in Persia were in great need of Persian
presentations of the Avesta for the purpose of acquiring knowledge of
its teachings, Moreover, our cultured Moslem brethren in Persia who
wished to become acquainted with the noble ideals and ethics of those
times when Iran was in the glory of liberty and power, ideals and
ethics that have been the admiration and the wonderof the civilized
world and which are preserved in the Avesta literature, you have
placed before them in a scholarly way the materials which were
hitherto available in the European languages only. It has been the
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gooa fortune of the Irani Anjuman and the Iran League of Bombay,
thanks to the generous co.operation of Iran’s well-wishers, Mr,
Peshotanji D. Marker and Hon. Mr, Dinshaw F. Mulla, C,I E,, to
secure in you a scholar, a patriot and a po~t of eminence, well quali-
fied in every way to present in mellifluous Persian the glorious spiri.
tual truths and moral precepts that find expression in the Holy
Zarathushtra’s Gathas, as also in the later Avestan literature. With
your patriotism, your learning, and your unique command over the
Persian language, you have been able to present to the Zoroastrian
nhabitants of Persia as well as those who desire knowledge in that
direction, the noble Gathas of Spitama Zarathushtra in their entirety
and have almost completed the Persian rendering of all the Avesta
Yashts.”

On the Jamshedi Naoroze Day,i.e. March 21, 1934, when Poure
Davoud was returuing to Germany after his stay at Dr, Tagore’s
University ne was presented with another address by the Parsi com-
munity. At the same time he was also presented with a set of
his translations of the Gathas, the Yashts and the Khordeh Avesta
esp:cially bound in Morocco leather in a suitably decorated silver book
caseat a special gathering held in the Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall,
While appreciating the work till then done in the translation of the
above texts in Persian a pious wish was expressed that he would
take in hand the remaining Avcsta texts and give a Persian rendering
in his very lucid style.

XV.—WORKS OF POURE DAVOUD,
THE TRANSLATIONS.

THE GATHAS _The first great work of translation published
by Poure Davoud consisted of the translation into Persian of the
holy Gathas of Zarathushtra, The book was published in English
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and Persian with the help of the Iranian} Zoroastrian Anjuman and
the Iran League of Bombay. It was financed by Mr, Peshotan D-
Marker. The introduction gives in Persian a history of Avesta
research in Europe, a life of Zarathushtra. a short desciiption of
the extant Avesta texts, the Gathas, and a short review of the
religion of Zarathushtra. These features are also translated into
English by Mr. D. J.Irani and a glossaryis appended to the work
The original Avesta text appears opposite the corresponding lines
of the translation so as to make reference easy. The English
section also contains notes of appreciation by Dr. Sir Jivanji J.
Modi and Mr. G. K, Nariman,

THE YASHTS.

The first volume of the Yashts was published along with commen-
aries in 1307. The pages of Persian translation exclusive of the preface
number 628. The English section comprises of 48 pages. The
author had discussed the advatanges of studying the Mazdayasnian
religion and the translation of the Orientalists. The names of the
Yashts and the various yazads are commented on, The English
section begins with an introduction by Mr. Behramgore Anklesaria
and includes notes by Dr, Iraj J. S, Taraporevala and Mr, Dinshah
J. Irani, The Second Volume of the Yashts appeared in 1910. It
begins with a letter by the famous savant Mirza Mahommad Qazvini
and a foreword dealing with the efforts of the orientalists for the
revival of ancient Iranian literature, Whereas the First Volume was
devoted to the Yashts up to the Fravardin Yasht the rest of the
Yashts were included in the Second Volume,

THE KHORDEH AVESTA was published in 1310, and contains
the translation into Persian of all the smaller prayers included in the
book,
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THE YASNA, appeared in 1312 comprising of 267 pages.  Several
nteresting articles are included in the book besides the text in Avesta

xd its translation into Persian.

OTHER WORKS.

IRANSHAH ALBUM. It is a history of the Parsis with an
album showing some of their great men and families and their

benevolent institutions,

KHORXRRAMSHAH contains essays on Zoroastrian subjects,
Lectures delivered in India on various subjects dealing with ancient
Iran are alsoincluded.

PURANDOKHT NAMEH contains a collection of poems in
Persian on mostly patriotic subjects which the author named after his
daughter, A second cdition of the Gathas was taken in hand but
after the same was printed a destructive fire broke out in the Press
where the work was carried out and the books printed were almost
wholly destroyed.

YAZDAGARD SHEHRYAR: This poem was composed by
Poure Davoud on the occasion of the celebration of Firdausi's
millenium Jashn. It is a masnavi containing 197 couplets. It deals
with the assassination of Yazdagard IIl. the last Sassanian Kmg
and the occupation of Iran by the Arabs.

SOSYOSH isa small pamphlet written by Poure Davoud dealing
with the subject of the promised saviour according tothe Zoroastrian

religion.
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Poure Davoud has published several miscellancous ‘works and
articles which appeared in different journals. Amongst ihe works
may be mentioned his Sad Band-e Tagore containing the translation of
one hundred quartrains from Dr. Tagore’s poems rendered into
Persian which was published in 1935. He also edited Twenty pDis-
courses of Qazwint containing discourses Iy the great Iranian scholar
on literary and historical subjects.

XVI.—OPINIONS ON POURE DAVOUD’S WORKS,

Poure Davoud’s work especially his translations of the sacred
Avesta texts into Persian which were meant to acquaint the Iranians
of today of the rich heritage in thought and culture left by their
forefathers, soon received recognition by great scholars interested in
the study of ancient Iranian literature. Praises and encomiums were
showered on him from all parts of the world. It will be but fit

to quote a few of them here.

MIRZA MUHOMMAD QAZVINI the premier Persian scliolar in
Paris says, ‘I congratulate you for these great monumental and
precious works. The strong and solid yet simple style in which
the works are written remind me of Shaikh Attar and Saadi.”
Mirza Mahammad further adds: “Poure Davoud has a peculiar
intolerance of Arabic language and everything that iz concerned
with the Arabs. He is against Arabic being considered as a part
of one’s accomplishment. Although I do not agree with him in his
intolerance of the Arabic language I heartily admire the sincerity
of his purpose and the warmth and zeal displayed by him in this
connection. Mirza Muhommad paid Poure Davoud a glowing

tribute for having accomplished the task of the translation of the
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Gathas, a book which commands equal respect with the Bible, the
Gita and the Quran. He further believes that the translations will
go a great way in making the Iranians alive to their great culture,
customs and manners of their ancestors and their lofty philosophy.
In his opinion the book will lead to a better understanding between
the people of Iran and the Zoroastrians of India.

Dr. M. NAZIMUDDIN, Ph. D., of Usmania University,
Hyderabad (Deccan) remarks: ‘“These publications have opened a
vast field of literary interest for pre-Islamic research and given us
a standard text edited by a great scholar. If the publications are
read carefully, they bring home the real essence of that great
religion more vividly than any number of addresses on social
political and religious unity,”

PROF. A. V, WILLIAMS-JACKSON, of Celumbia University,
New York States, ‘These works form a valuable addition to my
library. Let me congratulate you warmly on the completion of
these publications. The contributions of such an Irani scholar, as
his books show, deserve the merited tribute you have paid them as

a translator and by making them more available to occidental
students.”’

PROF. LOUIS H. GRAY also of Columbia University wrote
to Mr. D. J. Irani, ‘It seems to be an excellent idea to give an accurate
translation of the Avesta in Persian, not only, though primarily,
for Zoroastrians of Persia, but for us occidentals too.

Prof. Dr, GOTTHOLD WEIL of Berlin regards these editions
of the Gathas and Yashts as very important publications.
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FR. G. MESSINA, S.J a well-known Italian scholar wrote
from Rome: “I welcome these works which tend to piiace before
the eyes of the modern their ancient greatness, and move them to
make it live once again by the excercize of the great ethical
principles and moral norms which play so important a part in the
Gathas of Zoroaster. Moreover, the scientific level of these worksS
merits equal praise, for the author has succeeded in assimilating
and making good use of the latest results, which they be historical
or linguistic and in availing himself of a psychological finesse
which, being a gift, nature allows him to place in clcar light so
many nuances in the texts which escape one who trusts merely to
the linguistic interpretations.”

PROF. D. HELL of Erlangen, Germany, writes, ‘“Aga Poure
Davoud has started an enormous and meritorions work with the
greatest  thoroughness which  will make his name immortal
among great scholars of his nation,—a name which is alreadv kuown
among the authors of modern times, I congratulate the author for
not sparing any pains to give the works a setting worthy of its

great importance.”

PROF. H.W. BAILEY, of Oxford states, “A translation of the
Avesta into modern Persian is indeed most interesting and welcome,
Still more so in that the transl