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more celebrated French visitor. Not as a soldier, not as a
scientist, but as an artist. For he came as a lucid observer to
document a land and left an unparalleled visual experience of
an age.

Duhousset’s observations become more important as Iranian
gociety changes to the international style. The Persian horse in
its variety of breeds, has been replaced by the home made Jeep
and industrial automobile styling; the camel by the electrified
railroad and huge lorries on the asphalt-sealed highways. The
charcoal burner’s kiln has become almost obsolete through the
giant Iranian oil industry. The blind story-teller has been
pushed aside by television and radio. Iran will one day, for a
progress earnestly desired and necessary to survival, become a
part of the planetary sameness which is overtaking us all.

Duhousset’s drawings are closer to the tap - roots of
Iran’s individual response to this land, and it is not idle to
now and again pause to reconsider that time, in the hope of
salvaging in modern terms something of what may still be of
value.

Duhousset depicts an age at the twilight of its vigour, an
age that had passed beyond its historical term. But its interest

is precisely in this survival, not easily set asunder by any forces;

of a way of life which was little changed from that of Omar
Khayyam when he climbed the observatoery stair, or Hafiz when
he disputed with the mullas in the madrasses of Shiraz. Here
Sherezade was still at home, Saadi’s moralizing still fresh, the
dervishes still intoning a Rumi they could directly understand.
Here is the Persia of the patriarchs in the age of the horse,
and one can read in the faces the vanities and the toil. It is a
record not of a century,‘ but of a millenium, much of which
can be told, but here in a rare way can be seen.

It can be seen through the eye of a remarkakle man at his

brightest moment, a man who had the physical vigour of a
soldier, the mind of a scientist, and the hand of an artist.

Many talented men have died in our world unknown,
buried beneath a thick dust which cannot be uncovered. For
Duhousset who has not left imnany traces or descendents, it has
been a privilege to bring him to life again after 100 years. In
this volume , the Iranian Cultur Foundation recognizes with
gratitude his services to this country.

13
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Renoir 20, Czezanne 2], Fantin-Latour 25, Odelon Relon was 21,
Duhousset, at 39. stood between two generations in the art of
the 19th Century, deeply interested in the art movements of
his time, seeing a place for himself in the footsteps of Delacroix,
combining a non—satirical Daumier with the realism of Courbet,
Millet and Manet, his nearest contemporaries in age. At that
time the leading sculptors were Antoine Louis Barge and Jean
Baptise Carpeaux, both of whose work in sculpting the horse
he found inaccurate. Auguste Rodin at 21, was still virtually
unknown. But before Duhousset would be able to get down again
to work in the arts, he would be fifty years of age, broken in
health from an eye inflamation in Algeria and a prisoner of war
camp in Germany, and by then the situation in the arts would
have greatly changed from the early 1860’s. The time for
Duhousset’s further development as an artist was upon his return
from Iran, and it was lost. '

The unquestioned military okligation to follow orders and
depart for Algeria which tore Duhousset from a possible place
among the leading artists and sculptors of his period, was
likewise to tear him away from ascholar’s place in the field of
letters. Other French visitors to Iran, Coste and Flandin, and
Hommaire de Hell, were to fare better, receiving greater
encouragement in the publication of their observations. Coste
and Flandin had toured Iran between 1840-41, their work published
by the French Government. H. de Hell, who toured Iran
between 1846-48, and who died in Isfahan, was also published
by the French Government. |

The work of Duhousset, on the other hand, came at a time
of other pre-occupationson the part of the government. Attention
was directed to Mexico, with Napoleon III supporting by French
arms the investiture of Maximillian, the Archduks of Austria,
as Emperor of Mexico. Duhousset’s work was allowed to dissi~
pate, and although many monographs were published, Duhousset
did not have the necessary five or six years to prepare the
publication of a major, illustrated volume on his voyage to
Persia. The illustrations were to find their way as part of an
old bundle of graphics to a musty Paris bookshop.

But Duhousset may in the end prove to have made as
valuable a contribution to an understanding of Iran as any

'
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both in and outside Paris, including Berlin and Moscow. The
French Minister of State and Public Education instructed that
Duhousset’s anthropological work be reproduced for the Library
of the Museum of Natural History.

But at the very moment when Duhousset’s interest in the
sciences and arts brought him a small success, he was unable to

follow through. He was reassigned to a troop command and
~transferred to Africa, spending the next three years in Algeria.

Thus began, as far as can be judged, a blank, unhappy period of
his life. Between his return from Iran and his posting to Algeria
he had managed to publish in 1862 a monograph on the history
of the oriental horse. He also managed an article on the Persian horse
in the French Army Veterinary Journal. But further publicafions
on the horse now had to await his retirement. He would publish
more than a dozen monographs and books on the subject,
culminating with his major work, The Horse, in 1902, but
these would all come later. In the brief period before Algeria, he
also managed to publish a book, the Population of Persia, but
again, further work on the subject had to await his retirement.

It is at this period, between the return from Iran and the
posting to Algeria, that we first learn that Duhousset is also
a sculptor. ‘

One can conjecture Duhousset’s difficulty. Paris was being
reconstructed along its modern lines by Baron Hausmman with his
great boulevards. The Opera was under construction, the building
started in the same year Duhousset returned from Iran. A new
beginning was being made all over Paris, and Duhousset wanted
to be a part of it. ‘

Duhousset was to live on the Left Bank, at the place
Furstemberg, several doors away from Eugene -Delacroix, whom
he apparently greatly admired, and who was at that time one
of the leading lights in Parisian art circles.

Delacroix was 63 years ‘of age and was to die before
Duhousset departed for Algeria. Of the major figures in French
art, most with established names were beyond their peak. Ingres
was 81, Honore Daumier was 53. In the younger movement,
however, hardly a painter who would make .a reputation was
above his twenties, with the exception of Pissaro who had just
turned 30. Manet was 29, Monet was 21, Sisley was 22, Degas 27,

1
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“Je profitais de l'intérét que le monarque persan parut
accorder a la vue de la premiére partie de mes recherches, qui
contenait déja plus de deux cents types de ses sujets, pour lui
demander l’autorisation de placer son portrait en téte de ce
recueil. Je fus mandé dans ce but par Sa Majesté Nassre—ed-din,
qui n’etait pas en representation, ¢t voulut bien m’accuéillir
dans son intimité. |

“Le shah se préta trésgracieusement a mon désir, me fit
signe de m’asseoir comme lui, par terre, ce qui était déja une
faveur exceptionnelle, et prenant ‘une plume en fer ainsi que de
papier a lettre, declara qu'il allait esquisser mon portrait pendant
que je ferais le sien.

“On peut se figurer de quel oeil étonné les trois fonctionnaires
de distinction, dans une attitude respectueuse et temoins muets
de cette scéne, regardaient leur souverain livrer ses traits au
Frangui dont il daignait lui meme retracer 1'image.

“Ce croquis fut fait trés vite; je n'ai pas besoin de decrire
I’enthousiasme et les éloges de spectateurs en voyant surtout le
mot de“Duhose”écrit en francais. Les grands personnages presents
apposerent leurs cachets et affirmerent la haute faveur dont je
venais d’'étre l'object. J’en exprimai respectueusement ma
reconnaissance .

Duhousset, upon leaving Iran after three years, was never
to return. But Iran was rarely to be very far from his mind.

The drawings were shown to Napoleon IIT and the Empress
Eugenie where they were regarded with lively interest. They
were praised by the Minister of War and caused a stir in the
learned societies, notably, the Society of Anthropology, the
Society of Oriental and American Ethnography, and the Academy
of Dijon, societies with whom Duhousset had established contact
before .departing for Iran. In 1863, M. de Quatrejages, one of
the members of the Academy of Sciences sponsored Duhousset’s
work before that body, and it received acclaim from scholars

<—be the enthusiasm and praises of the onlookers, especially when
they saw the word "Duhose' written in French. The great digni-
taries who were present placed their seals upon the picture and
confirmed the great honour of which I was the object. I humbly
expressed my gratitude ",



and picking up a steel pen and some writing paper declared that,

he was going to draw my portrait while I was drawing his,
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the Persian women. On the rare occasions he had a chance to

draw a woman, it immediately became part of his best work.

A woman’s veil, he noted, must always remain lowered and
inviolate. But once in a while, at the peril of the poor girl, the
veil was sometimes lifted, if ever so slightly, challenging a beating
by the guardian cunuchs, “if even so much as the tip of the nose
protruded..”. These small flirtations must have delighted him, for in
general he found the expressions on the faces of Persian women,
in contrast to the men, “more mobile and gay».

Iranian women, he added, “have the advantage of a high degree
of eivilization». But their beauty, he felt gave a stronger
impression of sensuality than intelligence. At another point
he despairs of doing portraits of women, for they would make
up far too heavily for the occasion, and it was sometimes
“difficalt to tell their natural colour due to an abuse of
cosmeticsn. -

At the end of his tour, he requested an audience with
Nasser-edin Shah, and when granted, showed the Monarch the
result of his researches and the many sketches, requesting the
Shah pose for his own portrait to head the collection. The
details of what was to be an extraordinary audience were recorded

by Duhousset as follows:%

%''T profited from the interest the Persian monarch showed in
the first part of my researches, which by that time already con-

" of his subjects , to ask

tained more than two hundred ' types
for his permission to place his portrait at the head of the col-
lection. I was called accordingly by His Majesty Nassre-ed-~din

who was not in audience, and wished to receive me informally,

His Majesty agreed very graciously to my request, bade me
to sit as he sat, on the floor, which in itself was a great favour,
and picking up a steel pen and some writing paper declared that,

he was going to draw my portrait while I was drawing his,

One can imagine with what aétonishment the three high dig -
nitaries, in respectful and mute witness to this scene, regarded
their sovereign expose his features to the foreigner while he,
himself sketched the latter,

This sketch was quickly done and there is no need to descri- —



agreeably surprised to discover much French was spoken and
in whose society the French officers were to find a ready
welcome.

The major task of the Mission was to train a regiment which
was to serve as the model for 20 additional regiments of troops.
By the end of the first year the model regiment was able to
look smart and acquit itsed well in general army manoevres at
Sultanieh.

Duhousset had lived and worked with the troops, had in
addition attended many court functions and celebrations, and
now he wished to explore the country in depth and devote more
time to his scientific work.

Already familiar with Azerbaijan and Mazanderan, he now
travelled to Isfahan and Shiraz. He visited the Bakhtiarisand the
Lurs. He swung through Khuzestan and galloped east to Kerman,
stayed with the Baluch and rode off to Khorrasan to visit
with the Turkomans . Everywhere he went he made
physiographic notes by measuring heads and profiles while
drawing hundreds of portraits, of which he was to select some
200 as representative, finished works. By the end of his journey
his notebooks bulged with drawings of people and places and
with observations of customs and practices.

Where these notebooks are now we so far have been unable
to trace. Of the many hundreds of drawings on Persia only
about 150 have been located. A definitive book on the full scope
of Duhousset’s drawings and notes on Iran is still to be compiled,
- if one day the material can be found.

That he drew exactly what he saw and responded sympa —
thetically to what he saw there can be little doubt. Duhousset
approached Iran with the detachment of a scientist and responded
with feelings of an artist.

Ag he went about drawing grandees and water.boys, story-
tellers and luttis, musicians and governors, he observed, according
to his notebooks, the Iranian as «calm, dignified, noble and
reserved” in all classes of society.

As he drew horses and camels, detailed hunting scenes with
the falcon and the greyhound, noted the ceramics, made sketches
of all musical instruments, and even drew the crown jewels,
the whole country seemed opened to him. Except the faces of



“Le 29 Septembre, aprés vingt-six jours de marche, nous entrions
en Perse. Une centaine de cavliers kurdes des frontieres etaient
venus a notre rencontre, Il nous donnerent une fantasia qui
nous permit d’admirer 1’adresse hippique de ces peuple que
descendent des anciens Parthes. Les honneurs dont nous fumes
l'object a notre entrée sur le territoire persan nous ont eté
continués sur tout notre parcours par les gouverneurs des provinces.
Ainsi, le 9 Octobre, nous entrions a Tabris, et par ordre du
gouverneur prince, Ardachire Mirza, oncle du Shah, on nous
conduisit au palais de Baghchemal. Ce palais a eté construit
par Abbas Mirza....

Ablkas Mirza etait fils de Fathali-Shah, 1'heureux pére de
soixante-dix fils et deux cent dix filles.

C’est le 24 Octobre que nous avons quitté Tabris, pour
continuer notre voyage aussi monotone que fatigant.

Chaque étape nous faisait traverser un pays de montagne
dénudées ou de plaines stériles. Chaque jour on campait, et le
lendemain, aprés avoir abattu et roulé sa tente, on partait pour
aller la redresser a quelques lieues plus loin.»

Duhousset, however, carried a sketch pad in his tunic. To
break the monotony of the journey, his pencil had little rest.
He drew both with passion and compulsion. Even before
arriving in Tehran, he made over 600 sketches. When not riding
or drawing, he made notes of his observations. The mountains
may have been great heaving rocks in autumn nudity, the plains
bare, the journey tiring, but the people he encountered rarely
failed to fascinate him. Finally the Mission arrived in Tehran
on Novemker 15, 1858, a Tehran in which Duhousset was

<—palace of Baghchemal,
This palace has been built by Abbas Mirza ...............
Abbas Mirza was the son of Fat-h-ali Shah-the happy father
of seventy sonsg and two hundred and ten daughters.
On the 24th, October we left Tabriz to continue our tiring,
and monotenous trips. L
During the whole journey we passed through naked moun-

tains and arid plains,

" Every day we camped in a place, the next day we broke up
the camp and packed to pitch it up again a few miles farther '
( Illustration 20 Nov. 1859 ),



campaign of Napoleon III, the young Duhousset had been assigned
to aid Horace Vernet in the details of a commemorative painting
of the campaign’s successful “Siege of Rome”. Thus, his talents
had been noted. When the French Military Mission to Iran was
being organized upon the request of Nasser—edin Shah for the
purpose of modernizing Iranian artillery along French lines,
‘Duhousset, then a captain, was included among the officers.

Agide from his duties as a military adviser, Duhousset was
charged with studying and recording the Iranian horse and camel,
and designing new uniforms for the Iranian Army.

But Duhousset had larger ambitions and he prepared
himnself well. Somewhere along the line he had developed a
scholarly interest in anthropology and ethnography, and he visited
the learned academies outlining a plan of original research. He was
encouraged to do his research in the then very fresh field of
anthropology. In addition the director of the Sevres porcelain
works, a member of one of the academies, requested that he
details Persian  ceramic-styles. He then contacted the leading
Parisian illustrated magazine, 1'Illustration Journal Universel,
for which he became a foreign correspondent. Thus, he was
to enter Iran as a designer, artist,ethnographer, anthropologist
and journalist, while serving as an officer and military ius-
tructor in the mission of Artillery Commander Victor-Francois
Brougnant.

The French Mission arrived at the frontier of Iran on
September 29, 1858, where they were greeted by an escort of 100
Kurdish horsemen of the border guard. The following contem—

porary account is given of the arrival:%

#On the 29th. September, after a march of 20 days we rea-
ched Persia,

About a hundred Kurd horsemen of the frontier guards came
to meet us. They presented a phantasinagoria which made us
appreciate the splendid horsemanship of these people - descen-

dents of the Parthians,

All along our course the same honours were bestowed upon
us by all the local governors of the Provinces. Thus we arrived
at Tabriz on the 9th, October and by the order of the Prince

Governor Ardeshir Mirza, uncle of the Shah, we were led to the —»



major interests lay outside military life and tactics and the
command of troops. He nevertheless maintained a spotless record,
advancing to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the course of
the Franco ~ Prussian War . But at the end of that war, his
retirement only some months away after 30 years of service,
he was actually demoted. This demotion, he feared, would kill
his father when he learned the news, and it made him personally
bitter, for it seemed to him a direct personal insult, all the
more incomprehensible for he had finally proven to himself that
he was truly the soldier his father had wished him to be. Only
some months before his demotion, he had held the French line
in his sector of the front almost single_handed for ten hours,
with all the other officers casualties of the battle and the regiment ‘
routed. His fallen general, abandoned on the battle_field, he had
dragged to safety, keeping him alive by first-aid, while effectively
fighting a rear_guard action and delaying the advance of the enemy.
For this, he earned the respect of the Prussians, and the citations
of a half dozen French générals for his bravery. But this promotion
won in the war was nullified by a committee of military
bureaucrats in Paris, and he had to fight bitterly, almost to the
day of retirement, until he finally achieved reinstatement to the
rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

If the Franco-Prussian War was for Duhousset the supreme
opportunity to prove he was a soldier, Iran was for him the great

opportunity to prove himself a scientist and an artist.

The records indicate that only in Iran did Duhousset’s many
talents come into sharp focus. At 36, when he was to depart for
Persia, he was at the height of his intellectual and physical
powers, and apparently in need of a project to consume his energies
and make his reputation. :

Artists, before Duhousset, had been effectively used by
Napoleon Bonaparte and later commanders to sketch precise
details of the terrain in advance of the battle lines, a tactic which
was credited with aiding the accuracy of French artillery .
Moreover, artists and scholars contributed a certain lustre to
the reputation of the French Officer’s Corps as a civilized,
aristocratic calling of the cultured class in society, and were
thus not unwelcome in the French Army.

Earlier, as a lieutenant with the French forces in the Italian



moment to open the world of old Persia to our scrutiny, and had
rendered what he saw with such a combination of objectivity and
sensitivity, was a discovery of undeniable importance.

The name Duhousset was then unknown to me, and now, after
years of gathering his work wherever it could be found, and
researching his life both in France and Iran, ‘he still remains
somewhat obscure. '

Nevertheless, it has been possible to piece together the following
fragments of his biography. Louis Emile Duhousset was born in the
Paris of Louis XVIII on April 18, 1823. At 19 years of age he
entered a military academy to graduate at 21 as a career officer in
the French Army.

What little can be discovered of his personal and professional
life indicates an unusual soldier. He had a soldier’s love for the
outdoor life, taking the rigours of the camp in disciplined stride,
feeling exhileration in battle and in the hunt. He was to become a
recognized authority on the horse, for which he had a deep,
lifelong affection. But he found purely military preoccupations
monotonous and turned to the arts and the sciences which were
part of the intellectual ferment of his time, not simply as an
appreciative observer, but as much as his military career would
permit, as an actively involved participant. He was a soldier
with a scholarly, independent mind, combined with a highly
sensitive artistic disposition.

That he would chose the army as a career there was no doubt
in the mind of his father. Duhousset was born into a military
family that had served the kings of France for some 200 years, and
it was a tradition he was expected to follow.

One conjectures, however, that he possessed the fault of an
excess of talents, too widely dispersed and contradictory to fit
comfortably into any one discipline. As a soldier he was a scien-
tist, as a scientist he was an artist, and as an artist he learned
throughout his career that after all he was a soldier. He was a man
divided within himself, which may account for the fact that
through most of his life he was to know bitter disappointment.

His chief disappoi'ntment was in the military, for his advance
as an officer was slow. He was constantly by_passed for promo-
tion. It seems to have been largely his own fault. Rather than
study military strategy which might have advanced his career, his



The Voyage To Persia

Browsing in a musty bookshop on a wet day in Paris some years .
ago I came upon a dusty pile of old prints among which were some
original drawings that seemed misplaced. They appeared to be part
of a dispersed series made to illustrate a manuscript on Iran. Seru—
tinizing one of the drawings at arm’s length in the light of the
rain - splattered window, I found'it charming. It was one of those
pictures, of which it can be said only too rarely, worth a thousand
and one words. Searching out thé remaining drawings scattered in
the pile, I found more scencs of people and places in the Persia of
yesterday rendered with the same remarkable vividness and honesty.
The conviction grew in me that what had fallen into my hands was
the neglected work of a master.

These drawings by a certain obscure French Army officer,
Louis Emile Duhousset, exhibited a rare counterpoint of qualities.
On the one hand they seemed to be objective documentation, the
annotation in graphic form of a scientist, while on the other they
seemed to be sketches by a creative, highly sensitive artist drawing
directly from life. .

This was work from the middle of the 19th Century, that
momentin art history when the eye of the artist was stripped naked
by the scientific outlook. The sensitive, but scientific view of
ordinary reality was a revolutionary development. It opened new
worlds in a way which for most of us today may be difficult to ap-
preciate, for it has now become a paft of our daily life. But at that
moment, the new, objective vision attracted artists of large talents
and in a dramatic, creative sense, which was not lacking in charm,
opened new worlds. |

That such an artist of large talent had come to Iran at such a






Customs and manners and social beliefs of races and
nations represent their way of thinking and their mental traits
so they can be instrumental to the study of national charac-
teristics.,

With this in view, the Iranian Culture Foundation, whose
task consists in promoting researches in the fields of langua-
ge, literature, history and the arts of Iran, has made folklore
part of its projects.

Work done in this connection are of two types: 1) To pub-
lish works which have already been written on the subject of
which the manuscripts are still in existence. 2) to effectuate
researches on the folklore of the provinces of Iran, social
customs and religions beliefs prevalent to-day, of which some
take their origin in the remotest times.

The present work, a collection of sketches and drawings
relating to Iran and some bf her neighbours a hundred years
ago, is an outstanding panorama giving scenes and views of
towns, historical monuments, costumes of men dand women, .
weapons and military costumes, rhusical instruments, styles
of hunting, formal dress of men of power and courtiers a
century ago. Since the artist had been an ethnologist as well,
he has drawn the faces in very careful profiles 5o that they
might be used in scientific researches in this domain. For
this reason the sociology of Iran ‘can draw a considerable
amount from these precious records.

The Iranian Culture Foundation hopes that through the
publication of this series of works (Folklore Series) it can
blaze the trail for scientific researches in the realm of so-
ciology of Iran, |

Dr., P.N. Khanlari

General Secretary
The Iranian Culture Foundation
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