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90. Partol a
polychrome glazed
brick frieze from Susa
showing a procession of
“Immortal” guards. On
permaneant lpan to the
British Museum from
the Musee du Louvre,
Ht I 98 cm.
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B9. This statue of
Darius the Greal, now
headless, was sculpted
in Egypt around 510
B.C. and shipped to the
persian capital at Susa,
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88. Embossed gold
plaque from tha Oxus
Treasure, in the shape
of a tabulous creature
with tha bady of a
winged stag and the
head of a homed hon
thare aré twao long
pointed projectons at
the back for
attachment. 5th-3rd
century BC. W 6.15 cm
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86. Model chariot in gold from the Oxus Treasure, pulled by four small e ey AL L) Gamas s aiai® 5 gp el Slya i a KA
horses or ponies. Can be compared with the chariol shown on Cylinder Bl ) gy (e o il (0 g0 (e el B F S (56 !
seal 56. Achaemenid pericd Sth-4th century BC. L 18.8 cm. - DR VY Y I S




85. Ralie! at Taq - | Bustan, carved in Qajar times ot g 50 8 Gl Gl sl A Si | AB
in imitation of ancient rock reliefs and showing sl el Sl olaa IS0 Ko 31T Gy JlalE WLt

the Parsian king Fath ‘All Shah (1797 - 1835), e aa WAV _ YATE) 2



B4. Parsian miniature from a khamsa of Nizami,
illuminated between 1539 and 1543 for Shah
Tahmasp. In this scene the folk hero Bahram Gur,
who can be identified with the Sasanian king
Bahram V (AD 421 - 39) is shown hunting lions.
The composition is similar to that found on a
number of silver bowls of the Sasanian period.
British Library Or. MS 2265, 1. 202b.
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82. Pottery jar with stamped designs from Borsippa
in Mesopotamia. Pottery with stamped designs
showing animals, crosses and geometric shapes
has been lound at a number of sites in northem
Mesopotamia and is characteristic of the late
Sasanian penod, c. 6th century AD. Ht 33.5 cm.
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83. Imprassion from a large camelian saal showing,
according 1o the Pahlavi inscription, Vehdin -
Shapur, the chief storekeeper of lran. He is thought
o have baen an official under Yazdigind Il (AD 439 -
57). and his rank is shown by the alaborate head -
dress. 4.6 < 3.8 cm
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B0. Silver gilt vase with scenes showing a grape
harvesl. Two naked cherub - like boys gather
grapes, while between the vines birds and foxes
are trying to steal the fruil. There is a partly legible
Pahlavi inscription on the rim. Sasanian, 6th - Tth
century AD. Ht 18.5 cm.
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81. Monstrous bronze figure, allagedly found near the Helmand River in
Afghanistan, Fantastic crealures such as these dragons are often
depicted in Sasanian art, and are also found on the stone fagade of the
Islamic palace at Mshatltd In Jordan, dating from c. 740 AD. 7th - Bth
century AD. Ht 24.9 cm.
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79. Silver gilt dish showing a
sanmeny, the creatura that
appears on 8 stucco plague of
Fig. 75. Sasanian, Tth century
AD. Presanted to the British
Musaum by tha National Art
Collections Fund in 1822. D
19.3 cm.
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77. The relief on one of the side
walls of the iwan at Tag - |
Bustan, showing a royal boar
hunt in a swamp. The king,
probably Chosroes || (AD 591 -
628), armed with a bow, stands
in & boat in the centra. The
dead boars are loaded on to
alephants. On the opposite wall
of tha iwan a dear hunt is
shown, Drawing by Sir Robert
Ker Porter. British Library Add.
MS 14758 (i) 114/ 129,
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T8. Moulded stucco plaque, showing a senmuny, a
mythical creature with the foreparts of a dog or lion,
and the wings and tail of a bird, From Chal Tarkhan
near Aayy. Late Sasanian or early Islamic, 7th - Bth
century AD. Ht 16.9 em.
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76, lwan carved out of a ciiff at Taq - i Bustan,
probably by Chosroes || (AD 591 - 628). The relief
decoration on the back wall shows at the fop an
invastiture scena, with the knig standing betwean
Ahuramazda and Anahita, while at the bottom the
king appears on horseback, dressed in full armour
and a helmet through which only his eyes are
visible. Here |5 an obvious forerunner of the knights
of medieval Europe. Drawing by Sir Robert Ker
Porter. British Library Add. MS 14758 (ii) 113/128.
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75. Rock relief at Tag- | Bustan showing the investiture of the Sasanian king
Ardashir Il {AD 379 - 83). The king (centre) is given a royal diadem by
Ahuramazda, while Mithra stands behind the king in a supporting role.
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73. Bronze ball buckla in the form of a horse and rider,
the latter with his hair arranged in three bunchas, typical
of the Parthian period. Decorative buckles showing
various compositions, such as couples embracing or
animals, were popular in the Parthian period, and a
wide range of ormate bunckles are shown on the slatues
from Hatra in northem Mesopotamia. 2nd - 3rd century
AD.W. 7.2 em.
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74 Silver coins of the Sasanian perod : (top) Ardashir 1 (AD 224 - 40):
(centre) Bahram v (AD 421 - 39); (bottom) Yazdigird Il (AD 632 - 51).
Fire altars are shown on the reverse of these coins. Sasanian kings can
be distinguished by their distinctive parsonal crowns.
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71. Stone slab, probably a lintal from the top of a doorway,
lound by George Smith al Nineveh in 1874. Although this slab
was found in a palace of the Assyrian king Sennacherib (704 -
681 BC), it Is cdleardy Parthian in date. Creatures comparable to
the two winged dragons shown, with long sinewy bodlas,
somelimes appear on the belts of stone statues of the early 3rd
century AD from Hatra in northem Mesopotamia
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72. Terracotia plague showing a reclining male
figure holding a cup, probably participating in a
banquet. He is wearing the typical Parthian
costume of tunic and trousers. 15t - 2nd century
AD. From Loflus’ excavalions at Warka in
Mesopotarnia. L. 13.1 cm.
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69. Stone slab with representation of Heracles
wearing a diadem or headband with flowing ties and
a cloak draped over his shoulders, From Masiid - i
Soleiman, a religious terrace - site of ancient
Elymais in Khuzistan. Parthian period, late 2nd -
early 3rd century AD. Presented to the British
Museum by Dr M. Y. Young In 1820. HI 30.4 cm.
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70. Necidace consisting of three oval plaques fixed
lo a chain. The two plaques showing eagles are
inset with turquoise and gamets. Eagles holding

rings in their beaks as symbols of kingship are
shown both on Parthian coins and rock reliefs.
Parthian period, ¢. 1st century AD. W. (of central

plague) 4.6 cm.
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B8. Silver coins of the Parthian period : (lop) tetradrachm of
Mithradates 1 (c. 171 - 138 BC), minted at Seleucia; (centre)
drachm of Osroes Il (c. AD 190), minted at Ecbatana; (boftom)
latradrachm of Vologases VI (c. AD 208 - 28), minted at
Selaucia. The coin of Osroes Il has an Aramaic inscription on
the reverse.
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67. Achaemenid column base al Susa, with secondary Gresk inscription
dating from the Hellenistic period. The letters are cut upside down 5o that
they may be easily read from above. The inscription is a memorial 1o
Arreneides, son of Arreneides, governor of Susa, from his friend
Pythagoras, son of Anstarchus,
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65. Gold jug from the Oxus Treasure,
with lion - headed handle. Sth - 4ih
century BC. Ht 12.0 cm.
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66. Gold head of a beardless youth with pierced
ears, from the Oxus Treasure, This was
presumably part of a statue, perhaps made

of another material such as wood. Sth - 4th
cenfury BC. Ht 11.3 cm.
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63. Cast silver statuetle with gilding on the
Persian style head - dress, from the Oxus
Treasure. 5th - 4th century BC. H1 29.2 cm,
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B4. Silver statuette, partially gilded,
probably of a king. From the Oxus
Treasure. 5th - 4th century BC. Ht 14.8 cm.
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62. Massive gold bracelet from the Oxus Treasure,
with terminals in the form of winged griffins.
Originally inlaid with glass and coloured stones.
Large animal - headad bracelets are shown

baing presented to the king by four of the

delegations on the Apadana reliets at

Persepolis. Xenephon tells us In his Anabasis

that bracelets weare among the items

considered gifts of honour at the Parsian court.
Sth - 4th century BC. W 11.5 cm
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&0. Gold scabbard cover for an
akinakes or short sword, from the Oxus
Treasure. The embossed decoration
shows the various stages of a royal hon
hunt, for which the inspiration may have
been drawn from Assyrian reliefs of the
7th century BC. This |s probably the
aldest object in the Oxus Treasure. Gth
- 5th century BC. L 27.6 cm.
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61, Gold plague from the Oxus
Treasure, showing a man dressed in
the so - called Median costume of
balted tunic and trousers, He wears a
soft cap that covers the ears and chin,
and has an akinakes (short sword) at
his side. This figure is sometimes
identified as a priest because of the
bundle of sticks (barsom) he camies,
originally grasses that were distributed
during religious ceremonies. 5th - 4th
century BC. Ht 15.0 em.
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57, Silver bowd with applied gold decoration,
showing batlements at the top and two rows of
figures below. Each has a bow and quiver on
his back and wears a crown, suggesting a
Persian king may be depicted. Achasmenid
period, 5th - 4th century BC. D. 10.3cm.
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58, Silver bowl with applied goid figures on the
underside, showing a winged lion with the head
of the Egyptian dwarf - god Bes. complete with
feather crown. There is a comparable gold bowl
in the Oxus Treasure. Achasmenid period, Sth -
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55. Bronze figure of a reclining ibex, hollow - cast, with slots
on the undarsida for fixture, Perhaps from an elaborate
piece of furniture, Acquired by the British Museum with the
aid of the National Al Collections Fund and the Liltauer
fund. Achaemenid pariod, 5th - 4th century BC. Ht 25.5 cm.
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56. Agate cylinder seal with modarn imprassion showing a
rayal lion hunt. The scene is framed by date palms, and a
figure in a winged disc, possibly Ahuramazda, hovers
above. The chariot may be compared with the gold example
in the Oxus Treasure. The inscription, in Old Parsian,
Elamite and Babylonlan, records the name of ‘Darius the
great king', probably Darius1 (522 - 486 BC). This seal was
reportedly found in Egypl. Ht 3.3 cm.
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54, Stone relief in the Hall of 100 Columns al Persepolis
{east jamb of eastern doorway in southern wall),
showing an enthroned king supported by pecple
representing different parts of the Persian empire.
Photograph of a cast taken from a mould made at
Parsopolis in 1891,
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53. Persepolis relief showing grooms
carrying saddle - cloths and whips. From
the north side of the Apadana, east wing. Ht
45.0 cm.
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52. Persepolis relief showing a servant, in so -
called Median dress, helding a covered goblet.
This sculpture dates from the reign of
Artaxerxes I, and comes either from Darius’
Palace or from Palace G, Ht 75.5 cm.
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50. Mobles in
Persian and
‘Madian' dress,
from the east side
of the Apadana al
persepolis,
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51. Sechon of the
relief on tha south
wing of the east
side of the
Apadana at
Persapolis,
showing (top to
botiom) delagations
IV (Arians?); V
(Babylonians); and
W1 {Lydians).
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49, The Gate - House of Xarxes at
Persepolis. The enfrance is flanked by
two massive winged bulls with human
heads of Assyrian type.
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47, Detail of relief from Persepalis showing

a Persian archer holding a spear. From the

north side of the Apadana, south side of the
north - west stairs. Ht ¢. 32 cm,
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48. Relief from Persepolis showing file of
so-called Susian guards armed with spears.
From the north side of the Apadana, east
wing, upper register. L. 107 cm,
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46. A view of the cliff a1 Nagsh - i Rustam, showing the tombs of AL 44 5 TN P R Y (O P B TR T U
mmlilﬁd - 424 BC) on the left and Darius the Great {EE‘4H i P LA S VR PRI 3N I e ey s fipige
BC) . In the centre at the base of the ciiff is a Sasanian relief showing (PETFTONT F PELETTONSPITIY (P WS 4 8 (74 J I UOE By X A Y
Shapur 1 (AD 240 - 72) triumphing over two of his Roman adversaries. (aaad gy 35 spal 53 gu gh



45. The Persian empire at the ime of Darius the greal (522
- 486 BC), showing the different satrapies or provinces and
the route of the Royal Road from Susa 1o Sardis.
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44. The rock relief at Bisitun, carved by Darlus the great between 520 and
518 BC to commemorate his victories over Gaumata (the false Smardis)
and nine rebel kings from places including Babylonia, Elam, Armenia,
Media and Scythia. The kings are shown roped together at the neck,
while Gaumata lies under Darius' feet. Above the rebels is a figure in a
winged disc, probably the god Ahuramazda, The accompanying
inscriptions are written in Old Persian, Elamite and Babylonian, and were
copled between 1836 and 1837 by Sir Henry Creswicke Rawlinson, The
avallability of these texts greatly helped in the decipharment of cunelform.
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42 Stone relief of Gate R at Pasargadae, showing
a four - winged guardian figure wearing an Egyptian
crown. Watercolour painted by Sir Robert Ker
Porter in 1818. The inscription, in Old Persian,
Elamite and Babylonlan, reads, ‘I, Cyrus, the king.
an Achaemenian,. The upper part of the slab is now
missing. British Library Add. MS 14758 (i) 48/58

_{;._'Hl.{'LM.RJ.J;J_,”{.;,_,...IJ_,_._..._}I_‘..'._,,JJ_,;L;;._?'!
apbip e o Jle sl 2 L S Lty 0 P padlps g S
w3 g Sl g0 S Sl gVl 5 Sl e 5 S (5 e
IL-:-I_;JJ.!EP.HF .l_,._-u...'-d.n,'j_,._..:.-)L._.-L‘xlq-‘..,;u.'l
Ll e 5 Ol S gt f o Rl

43, Tomb of Cyrus the great at Pasargadag, in a
watercolour by Sir Robert Ker Porter. British Library
Add. MS 14758 (i) 47/57 .
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41. The columned hall of Palace P at Pasargadae. The upper
parts of the columns were probably originally made of wood.
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40. Part of a hoard of silver currency from Tepe Nush - i Jan including
quadruple spiral beads, a doubls spiral pandant (boltorm row centre),
ingots, rings and scraps of silver. Although the hoard was probably
buried in the late 6th century BC, some of the items are very much
oider, the spiral beads and pendant probably dating from the end of the
drd or beginning of the 2nd millannium BC. HI (of pendant) 2.32 cm.
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39. View of the Median site of Nush - | Jan. The four principal buildings A S Sl s adae ol Gl edle 8 de ppale e S elad . T
are situated on top of this natural rock outcrop. After this photograph
was taken (in 1973), a galvanised iron structure was erected over the
Central Temple to protect it from the weather.
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38. Luri women and children tending sheep
and goats at Sang - | Surakh near
MNahavand in Luristan. Many of the
inhabitants of Luristan are still semi -
nomadic, and horses ara an important part
of their way ol life.
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36. Tripod vessel acquired by Sir Aurel Stein in the
Aumishgan area of southern Luristan. Red paint on
a cream-coloured background is typical of the
pottery known as ‘genre Luristan’. Ht 19.4 cm.
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a7. Clay tile trom the excavations ol Dr Clare
Goff at Baba Jan in Luristan. 176 of these
tiles had fallen on to the floor of a chamber,
probably from the ceiling. 41.5 =47.0 cm.
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34. A whetstone for sharpening tools and
weapons, with a bronze handle. 10th - 7ih
century BC. L.18.1 cm.
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35, Bronze axe - head of Luristan type, with
spikes at the back of the socket ending in
animals’ heads. 10th - Tth century BC
L.20.5 cm.
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31. Bronze hamess - ring with the head of a mouffion and two predatory Olasn 54 5 o8 s Jyare £k LSl st e g it Ll T
animals, probably stylised lions, on the sides : a recurrent combination in A AxY gl g Y6 Y= 550 LS o (el Ylasal) g pl5t
Luristan art. 10th-7th century BC. B.8 « 7.0 ¢m PP



29. Bronze horse - bit of Luristan type, with cheek -
pieces cas! in the form of a master of animals struggling
with a grotesque double - headed monster. 10th - Tth
century BC. W.10.0 em.
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30. Bronze horse - bit of Luristan type, with cheek -
pieces showing a composite monsler with an animal's
body. wings, and a homed human head with curing
sidelocks. 10th - 7th century BC. W. 17.1 cm.
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28, The modem village of Ziwiyeh seen from the ancient citadel with the LA S S S s o 3 e g i g s e lie YA
mountalns of Kurdistan in the background, Some graves in an ancient cemetery Gl g Ja ) sl galaad g aShee JCka (g aas galg) o Gl
behind the village were excavated by an lanian expedition in the late 1970 3. S e Byt Sl



26. Fragment of gold sheat, c.
Bth - 7th century BC | with
perlorated border. Allegedly
trom Ziwiyeh. The recumbent
stags and goals are set in
panels that incorporate lions'
masks. 156 « 8.6 cm.
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27. Strips of gold of unknown purpose,
allegedly from Ziwiyeh in Kurdistan. The style
of the animals and the birds’ heads along the
edge are thought 1o be indicative of Scythian

or South Russian influence. c. 8th - Tth century
BC.L 10.1 cm and 19.4 cm.
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25.View of the high mountain on which the fortified site of 35 gy et iy OF e vtigade 50 gl o guily ga ¥
Ziwiyeh is situated. Approach to the citadel is by a monumental B gyt g ool ol 48 (o ials 5o S sl a e S gy sl, B0k
slaircase cut out of the rock that winds round the mountain. o AR



23. Bridge - spouted Jug with red decoralion on a
cream background, showing homed animals and
geometric motifs. Allegedly from Tepe Sialk. lron Il
period, c. 1000 - 800 BC. Ht 19.4 cm
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24. View of Bumt Building at Hasanlu, with restored
column bases and hearths and benchas along the
walls. This building is sometimes identified as a
templa.
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21. Bridge - spouled jug and tripod in grey
burnished pottery from the lron Il period, c.
1000 - BOO BC. Ht 48.7 cm,
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Z22. Selection of bronze ingots from a collection found by Sir
Aure| Stein at Hasanlu. They were packed inlo a pottery vessal
that was red in colour and partly bumnished. The ingots are of
two types : bars rounded on one side and flat on the other, and
rectangular plates. The discovery of stone moulds in the
vicinity, including one for making barshaped ingots, shows that
metal - working was taking place on the site. Probably 8th- Tth
century BC. Maximum L (of bars) 27.1 cm, (of plates) 30.5 cm.
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19, Embossed silver beaker c. 1400 - 1000 BC,
showing horses In the lop register and, in the boliom
register, winged lions attacking ibexes. This vessel, of
unknown provenance, may be compared with material
found at Marlik. Ht 14.0 cm,
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20. Hollow pottery figure in red burnished clay reprasen-
ting a woman with grotesquely enlarged thighs and
buttocks. Of unknown provenance, but possibly from
the Mariik area. A thermoluminescence test has given a
date of 10th - 7th century BC, but a date in the late 2nd
millennium BC is probably maore likely. Ht 25.5 cm.
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17. Glazed pottery wall plague from Chogha Zanbil,
inscribed with the name of the 13th - century BC
ruler Untash - Napirisha, Presanted to the British
Museum by Professor R. Ghirshman. C. 37.5 cm
square.
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18. Two bitumen discs encircled by copper bands.
The decorated surlaces wera originally overlaid
with silver gilt, which survives intact for one
example but has been removed from the bitumen
disc. The gold leaf was attached to the silver by
bumishing and heating, a process known as
diffusion bonding. These discs may have decoraled
horse harness or been mounted on double baldrics
and wom on the chest. Middle Elamite, 14th - 13th
century BC. D 8.2 om (top disc), and 9.8 cm.
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15. Terracotta mould (right) for making clay
figurines, from the excavations of W. K. Loftus at
Susa, On the left is a modern impression from this
mould. Probably middle Elamite period, 14th - 13th
century BC. HI 9.9 cm

L
bl g ol * e (gl Al s (g gl el S G VG
0 5 U 5 i S S g 8 e g ok g
LAt T i L L T P I LSS - 1R S

o il N L) e L AT caa M add

16. Bronze figure thought to represent a fishtailed
goddess, perhaps originally fitted on 1o the armrast
of a throne. Allegedly obtained near Tang-i Sarvak.

The hairstyle of the figure may be compared with

that of the terracotta figurines from Susa, and lke

them this plece probably dates from the Middle
Elamile period. Ht 12.0 cm
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13. A pendant of pale blue chalcedony, pierced for
suspension, with an inscription in Elamite. The text
records that the 12th - century king Shilhak -
Inshushinak had the stone engraved for his
daughter Bar- Uli, and the accompanying scene
shows him presenting it to her. This sort of personal
towch is only rarely found in tha an of lran and
naighbouring countries. L 4.0 cm
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14. Terracoita figurines from the excavations of W,
K. Loftus at Susa, all of the same type but produced
from different moulds. They show a voluptuous
naked woman, probably a goddess, holding her
breasts, with sexual features such as breasts, hips
and pubic triangle all greatly exaggerated. She
weaars a necklace, bracelets and earrings and has
an elaborate coiffure. Suspendoed around her neck
and hanging between her breasts is a pendant of
unknown significance. Middle Elamite period,14th -
13th century BC. Ht (from left) 16.9 em, 15.0 cm,
16.1cm
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11. potlery jar decorated with dark brown paint
on a buff background. The daesign includes
stylised birds. Obtainad in Nahavand, allagedly
from Tepe Giyan, c. 2000 BC. Ht 27.6 cm.
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12. Excavations in progress al Tall - i
Malyan in Fars in 1974. Shown here is
Building Leveal lll in Operation ABC, dating
fram C. 3000 BC. Tha director of the
excavations, William Sumnar (in a blue
shirt), is cleaning a mud- brick wall. At a
highar leval in this area shards of kaftan
ware werne discoverad
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9. The mound of Tepe Giyan near Nahavand in Luristan. TP PORE FER SRRU RO T PR Rk L L g ate
Traces can still be sean of Professor Aoman Ghirshman's 30 - ded &5 33 A5 e LS 1y (gothan T akd bt Jlus ja ot o
1930 s excavations; ferile countryside surrounds the site ' el it kb s e ] Ak s 45 3

10. An engraving showing the mound of
Susa, after a sketch by H. A. Churchill,
an artist who drew some of the material
found in Loftus' excavations. The
prominent bullding at the front of the
mound is, according to local tradition,
the tomb of the prophet Daniel.
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7. Two ceremonial axes ¢, 2000 BC from a
cemelery al Khinaman near Kerman, They
were obtained by Sir Parcy Sykes together with
a collection of vessels, pins, lanceheads, a
dagger and a scraper, mostly of arsenical
copper. A raised oval shape on the shaft - hole
of each axe might represent an eye. W. (of top
axe) 12.4 cm. (of bottom axe) 13.0 cm.
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B. Bronze axe with silver inlay, showing a tiger
aftacking a goat. The tiger is in turn being
molested by a boar. As the blade is blunt and
there is no proper provision for a sturdy handle,
this axe was probably ceremonial, It was
obtained in the North-West Provinces of India
(now Pakistan) bul may originally have come
from Bactria. Related to the axes from
Khinaman, it may also date from c. 2000 BC.
Analysis has shown that the alloy is copper with
approximately 10% tin and 1-3% arsenic. Given
to the British Museum in 1913 by Henry
Oppenheimer through the National Art
Collections Fund. L 1 7.8 cm,
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G. Two fragments of a chiorite vessel showing a hamo
struggling with a caprid (left, 6.5 cm wide) and a long-
necked monster with lion's head (right, 8.5 cm wide).
Inscribed on the back with the name of the Akkadian
king Rimush (c. 2278-2270 BC). Although found at Ur in
Masopotamia, the fragments clearly derive from Iran
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5. The reconstructed remains of Period v at tengd Cpeaple pady ¥ glassle JL gilail -
Godin Tepe, late 4th millennium BC. R P PP DL



3. Pottery bowl with dark brown palnted
decoration on a bulf background,
showing birds and geometric motils.
From Susa, late 4th millennium BC. On
permanent loan to the British Museum
from the Musée du Louvre. HE 20.5 cm.
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4. Pattery bowl with brown painted
dacoration on a cream background,
showing birdheaded men and stylised
Maltese crosses. Thought to be from
Tall-i Bakun near Persepolis. Late Sth -
early 4th millennium BC,
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2. The village of Malyan in Fars, showing mud-brick houses of
the same type as were built in antiquity. Many aspects of village
lile have remained unchanged for centuries.
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