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PERSIAN POEMS

Anon out of the heart
Of some black, lowering cloud
That caps a proud
Far mountain-head
Quick lightnings dart,
Sudden and red.
From a dark corner bathed
In gloom
A spirit from the tomb
Stirs, shadow-swathed.

Beside the ruined tower
Where once a fortress rose
A flame now glows
The nymph of night
Kindled this hour;
There, by the bright
Fire she is sleeping. Lo,
Around
The gleam & ghost aswound
Sweeps, and shrills woe.

Down from the mountain’s brows
A wind, drawn suddenly,

Upon the tree

Rushes unpent

And thrusts its boughs

To the earth, bent.
So, with a twisted limb

The plane

Seizes sad Love amain

And wakens him.

A. J. Arberry.



LYRIC

Amidst the garden’s happy and whispering hush
Quivers the silken moon in the brook; a thrush
Bursts into song this instant, and from the bough
Carols: ‘Mary is bathing now.’
A. J. Arberry.

SAD LoVE

Below the ancient plane
That since so long ago,
Head lifted so,
Solitary
Stands in the plain
A lonely tree,
Love, too worn out to weep
For Fate,
Too sad, too desolate,
Love lies asleep.

And now the ravens come
Swooping on crowded wing,
Come clamouring
To their lost tree
That is their home
Where they would be
At eventide; they sweep
In flight
Calling, that through the night
Still they may sleep.

As coming from afar

Heavy and slow of breath
Night entereth;
Winking on high
Each flickering star
Looks down, to spy

What haps on earth. A peace

Profound

And awful reigns; no sound;

Eve’s whispers cease.
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TAVALLALI

MARY

At the mid-hour of twilight, in the time

When from the west the broken moon doth climb
Pale in the sky, silent and proud and white

Mary stands in the black of night.

Waits till the moonbeams, lifting their gleam above
The mountain’s battlements, from night’s face remove
The shroud of darkness, waits till their lustrous flow
Bathes her limbs in a silver glow.

Now sleeps the garden; the thieving hands of the breeze
Each happy blossom’s perfume shamelessly seize;
Tranquil the night is sleeping; but Mary’s eyes

Watch the night in the moon-washed skies.

Little by little behind the willow’s boughs

The moonbeams thievishly steal, and through the drowse
Of the black night, as Mary seeks them, astir,

Eagerly gaze they, seeking her.

Darkness gathers her skirts, and headlong flees
From the moon’s radiance unto the distant trees;
Sweet, sweet is night; the moonlight dewy and deep
Floods the spirit and lulls asleep.



Ho ioHomn roJsoc, Kak 3anax uBeTeHbA,
YHOCHTCA BeTPOM B CNOKOfiHYIO Aadfb.

[loeT OH — H CMOTPHT Ha TOHKYIO PYKY,
M3 rna3 ero TeMHbIX CTPyHTCA MNevadb.

«3aueM Tbl, HaAMCHHaf, C KAMEHHHIM cepalleM,
Haems no semae, 3a co6oioo MaHa?

Beab 1H1 MHe He apyr.. Oas uyero e M BMecre?
CBoHM paBHOAylIHEM paHHLIL MeHs!.»

Boxpyr THIIMHA... A JHUO ee CKPLITO

U B cyMpake J/I0TOCOM CBETHT HOMIIBIM...
Oua yan6Hynach — eff HpaBHTCA NbITKA,—
C B/MO6/NeHHHIM He CKYYHO, a cepaue — ¢ JAPYTHM...

A rae-to BzajaH no TeueHblo Kapyhua
Takoit ke uenHOK OGecnOKOMHHBIN CKOMbL3HJ,
Mepuan B KaMbillax OroHek OAHHOKHA,
H Berep neuasbHyl necHb NPHHOCHJ:

«CyactauBuem f cran Oun, Jo6uMuii T06010,—
Korna 6m B3auMHOO cTana Jaw060Bbl.»
Kak HeXHoe 3X0, Hecnach Hal Pekow
Takaa ke necHa, poXJeHHA’A BHOBb...
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KAPYH

Jlerko W cnokoitiHo, kak nNTHuUa, Kak JeGeaw,
[lo Bonam KapyHa J0AYOHKA nNJnlBeT...

Han nanbMoBo#t poiuedt, ykpacusiuied Oeper,
OT CcHOB He OMOMHHBIUKCb, COJIHLE BCTaer...

PaccBer GnienHo-po30BbIii BOAY OKpacHds,
H BosH 30/0ueHBIX TOpIKECTBEHEH BHI,
B ctenu, HakJOHASA rONOBKH TIOJNbMAHAM,
Ha upinoykax yTpeHHHiIl BeTep OGeXHT...

Bot onowa. B caMoe cepaue OH paHeH...
M Jnoaky HanpaBual HascTpeuy BOJHe.

C HHUM psaaoM — KpacHBas, TrHOKas CTaHOM,
A OH efi neyasbHyl0 MeCHIO 3ames:

«JIna JIOKOHa u4epHBIX — BOT CTPYyHB pyG6abal
Ho cepauy nesua Tol He B cHaax MOMouYb!
Beap 7TH npajeka, xos0QHa H ynpsaMa...
3aueM e Thl CHHIILCA MHE KaXAyl0 HOYb?»

HouHoit BeTepok Ha npouwanbe Jackaer
IIBa TpeneTHHX JIOKOHA Jerkof pyKoOM,

A pmeByuika rH6Ko K Bofe H30THyJacbh —
Jlaaoup — 6yaTo nNTHUA NapHr Haa pekod...
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