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4 Totally Private

couldn’t be censored; only some names were changed.

While the reader experiences the life of the famous figure, he/she
takes a journey through time with a view of the modern history of
Iran.

Finally, because of the complex nature of these diary and the varied
styles in which they were written, the chapters of the book are like
beads on a string. The reader, based on their perspective is free to
interpret the events of this memoirs however they see appropriate.

Farzan Deljou
Los Angeles
Winter 2016
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» Exposing the private lives of people I have a long standing rela-
tionship with.

*  Only being able to discuss political and artistic issues of the past
and present solely from Ghorbani’s perspective.

* And finally, disagreements on how to portray ‘“Mahmoud
Ghorbani” in this biography.

Therefore, I declined Ghorbani’s offer to write his biography and
returned his diary, citing lack of time as the reason I couldn’t write
the memoir.

Ghorbani tossed his papers into his bag and left slightly disgruntled.
Years passed... through all these years I haven’t stopped thinking
about his diary. I had a desire to write the biography, thinking of
how it could shed light on past events and enlighten people who
have followed life of Mahmoud Ghorbani, a notable social figure
in Iranian society. In late 2014 Ghorbani approached me again with
his proposal. This time I succumbed to the temptation and provided
him with the following terms:

» I'would skip issues that I found weren’'t compatible with today’s
society, but I would do so without changing the heart of the
biography.

* I would include an authentic portrayal of the entertainment in-
dustry and politics of the past and the present, as opposed to
only the views of Ghorbani himself.

» I would include different perspectives such as those of the au-
thor, witnesses, Mahmoud himself, and those involved in the
events of the past.

» I'would have full control over which points to add or remove.

* And lastly, Ghorbani would sign off on the diary regardless,
even if he didn’t fully like the way he was portrayed.

An agreement was reached and Mahmoud, with his distinctively
assertive personality, stood by his promises. I was left with diary that



2 Totally Private

Where did it all begin?

Writing a biography is like carving a sculpture out of a block of
stone. Sometimes the sculpture ends up elegant and refined, other

times it turns out rough and unpolished, especially in the hands of
an amateur.

Historically, within literature, realm are controversial. Peering into
the private lives of prominent figures in any society can cause dis-
course. Delving into the personal lives of these figures can create
feelings of disbelief to those familiar with their lives and work. It
plants a seed of doubt within the minds of those familiar with them.
A biography is like a box of memories; it instills thoughts into the
mind of the reader as a souvenir.

Mahmoud Ghorbani is neither an advisor nor a lawyer. He never
had a government job and was never part of any political group. Re-
gardless, you’d be hard pressed to find anyone who is familiar with
the Iranian music industry who hasn’t heard of him.

Life of Ghorbani, the most famous Iranian club owner and star
promoter, after his marriage to Faegheh Atashin, better known as
“Googoosh,” became burdensome but gave him influence not only
in the music industry but it on the political arena as well.

In mid-2006 Mahmoud entrusted me with over 3,000 pages of his
views and memories throughout his life, most of which had been
written in his days in prison, both inside and outside of Iran. After
briefly skimming his diary and becoming aware of the private issues
discussed in them, paired with Ghorbani’s insistence that they all
be included, left me with no other choice but to refuse to write his
biography for reasons that I kept to myself, including:
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The man behind the icon, Googoosh?

Many familiar with the Iranian music industry know Mahmoud
Ghorbani as “Googoosh’s husband”, that is the name which fol-

lows him even long after his separation from the Iranian music icon
herself.

The man himself says, “For over three decades I have carried her
name with me. Everywhere I go, in interviews, in conferences, in
different cities, all around the world, the name still follows me. Even
with a new wife, I'm still known as her husband. I wasn’t chasing
after her name rather... it has been haunting me.”
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