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Vi IPREFACE.

valent to about 27 pages of this prescot edition,

(5) ANCIEN FONDS PERS. 384 of the Biblivthéque Nationale
("E™), a fairly correet MS. dated A H. 833 (=A. D). 1429 -30).

(6) A\ manuseript helonging to Héfii Sayyid Nasro'lldh (one of
the Deputies of the late Mayjlis), who kindly lent it to the
editor for the preparation of this edition, It is denoted as
“F". and, though quite modern. is guod. and contains copions
annotations added by the uwner,

As regurds  the treatment of variants, the editor has  wisely
decided 1o confine  himself to mentioning the more important
only, and has ignored those insignificant modifications of phrase-
ology (such as kard, namud, farmud and gardanid) which do
nol affect the sense in auy way, and from which, as he says,
“not & page. nay, scarcely a line, is free”. On the vther hand
he has added glosses and notes on difficult passages and words.,

A lovers of Persian literature and students of Folk-lore will
be grateful to Mirzd Mubammad for haviog supplied them with
i critical aml carefully-editod text of this ancient and hitherto

unpublished amnd inaecessible ook,

EDWARD G. BROWNE,
Feh, 4. 1904,



PREFACE v

This identification is confirmed, as Mirzd Muhammad points out,
hy the fact that the prefuce of this version, as far as the words
amma ba'd, is almost identical with the preface of Ihn “Arale
shdh's Fakihatu'l-Khulafa wa Mufakahatu 'dh-Dhurafa. as to

the anthorship of which no doubt exists, Both the Turkish and

the Arnbic versions agree in contents and arrangement with the

prosent work, amd were evidently hased on it, not on the Raw-

dati’l-Ugul.

The six  MSS. on which  the present text is based are as
follows; - .

(1) OR. 6476 of the [Pritish Muscum (lenoted ax ") which
wis transeribed ut Shirfz m A, H. 762 (=A. D, 1360 -1,
This, the oblest and best  MS. available, has heen taken as
the busis of the present wlition, and the archaic spellingx
which it presents, and of which some account is given hy the
editor at the fout of p. xix of his preface, have heen pre-
served. It was  first copied, at the sugwestion of Mirzd Mu-
hammad, by his friend and countryman  Mfr “Alf Nagl of
Idshdn during hisstay in London, and was afterwards rovised
and collated with the five following MSS. by Mirzd Muhane
ma.

(2) OR. 2956 of the British Museum. (“C™), transeribed in or

hefore the tenth century of the Mohanmmadan fsixteenth of
the hristian) era.

(3) OR. 2973 of the British Museum (“B”), a bad modern MS.,

transeribed in A, H. 1277 (=A. D). 1860 -1).

14) SUPPL. PERS. 1371 of the Bibliothéque Nationale at Paris

(*D"), formerly in the possession of the late M. (h. Schefer,
a very good MS. dated \. H. 1075 (= A, D, 1664--5), and
furnished with many variants and glosses. It was from this
MS. that M. Schefer printed the selectivns given in Vol. 11
of his Chrestomathie persane, pp.172--199, which are equi-
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kmown, and given in its oldest and most authoritative form in
the Chahdr Magéla (see pp. 81--3 of my translation, where
the name Shir-zéd stands for Shahriyar, and compare pp. 238—
9 of my translation of Ibn Isfandiydr's History of Tabaristan).
According to Schefer (whe does not give his authority for the
statement) Shahriydr came to the throne in A. H. 337 (= A. D.
948—9), in which case he had already reigned fifty years at the
accession of Sultdn Mahmid, a supposition hardly compatible
with his alleged relations with Firdawsi, In aoy case, however,
it seems pretty clear that Marzubdn lived and composed this
work sume time in the eleventh century of the Christian era,
though the Persian trapslator, Sa'du “din-i-Wardwini (p. 33 of
the text) speaks of the originul ashaving been written more than
four hundred years before his translation was made, which, as
we have seen, was between A. D. 1210 and 1225.

Of the translator, Sa'du’d-Din, little is known. Schefer thinks
that he was called Wardwini after the village of Wardwi, men-
tioned by Yiqit as situated in the province of Adhirbiyjdn, bet-
ween Tabriz and Ardabil. He was inthe service of Khwdja Abu'l
Qdsim Rabfbu" d-Din (wazir of the Atabak Uzbeg 1. Mubammad
h. Tlduguz) to whom this hook is dedicated by the translator
and who is frequently cited by Mubamumad b, Ahmad b. Alf an-
Nasawi, the author of the Siraf, or Biograpby, of Jaldlu'd-Din
Mankubirni, the last of the Khwirazmshahs, as an authority for
lis statements.

The Marzubdn-ndma has been translated both into Turkish
and Arabic. The Turkish version, from which the Arabic version
was made, ix represented by a manuscript at Berlin (see
Pertsch's Tiirkischer - Handschriften, . 444). The Arabic
version is ascribed to Shaykh Shihabu'd-Dip, by whom
there is little doubt that Shihabu'd-Din Abmad b, Mu-
hammad b Arabshib (4. A, H. S3d=A. . 150) is meant.
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also mentions the author of the Marzubdn-ndma under the
“Sages and Philosophers of Tabaristan™ (p. 86 of the translation).

Of European Orientalists the late M. Ch. Schefer is, appn-
rently, the only one who has hitherto panl much attention to
this book, from wich, in his Chrestomathie persane (vol. 11, pp.
194—211), he published copions extracts, with an introductory
notice. M. Schefer culls the author “Marzubdn, son of Surkhdb,
son of Qdrin",instead of “Marzubuin, son of Rustam, son of Shar-
win”, as Ibn Isfandiyvdr (p. 86 of translation) has it. Having re-
gurd to the assertion in the Qdbis-ndma that Murzubdn's four-
teenth ancestor was K&'is, brother of Nushirwdn and son of Qu-
bad, Mirzd Muhammad puts forward the following very plausible
pedigree of the author: Marzubén son of (1) Rustam, son of (2)
Shabriydr, son of (3) Sharwin, son of (4) Rastam, son of (5)
Surkhéb, son of (6) Qdrin, son of (7) Shahriydr, son of (8) Shar-
win, son of (9) Surkhdh, son of (10) Mihr- mardin, son of (11)
Suhrdl, son of (12) Biw, son of (13) Shépir, son of (14) K&'u:,
who, ns remarked above, was the son of Qulid the Sdsdnian and
brother of the celebrated Khusraw Andsharwin, or Nitshirwén
“the Just." According to this hypothesis, Marzabin's father Rus-
tam was the grandson, not the son, of Sharwin, the name of
Shahriydr having been omitted in the pedigree, Instances of such
“affiliation to the grandfather” (nisbat bi%jadd) are not uncom-
mon, & g 1hn Sing (Aviecona), Ibn Hiskdm. Ibn Milik, each of
whom was the gramdson. not the som, of him whose name follows
the word “Ibn",

Rustam, the lather, aml Shahriydr, the grandfuther of our an-
thor were the contemporaries of Shamsu'l-Ma'ali Qabds 1. Wash-
meir (reigmed A, D, 476 -1012), and Sultin Mahmid of Ghazna
(A. D). 999—1030), This Shabrivar deserves to he  remembered
on uecount of the protection which he aceonlbed to Firdawsi when

that great poet fled from the wrth of Malmmid, a story  well
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A H. 588--600 (=A. D. 1192 -1204). The former version s
the commoner, and six MSS. (three in the Bntish Museum, two
in the Bibliothéque Nationale, and one borrowed from Persia)
have heen used in preparing this edition: while of the Rawdatu’
I'-Ugitl (which differs considerably in contents and arrangement,
and of which three specimens are given in the Persian preface,
on pp. XI—XIV) only two MSS. are known to exist,one at Ley-
den and one at Paris.

Of Eastern libliographers und philologists only two make men-
tin of the Marzubdn-nama, the Turk Hijii Khalifa, who me-
rely aives the title without further particulars, and had evidently
never seen the hook:’ and the Persiun Ridi-quli Kbin “Lala-bdshi”,
poetically surnamed Hidiiyat. who briefly alludes to it in his
Persian lexicon, the Farhang-i-Anjuman-aré-yi-Nasiri, and also
in his great Anthology of Persian verse and Biography of Persian
poets, the Majma‘u'l-Fusahd, in the articte (Vol. I, p. 502)
which he consecrntes tu the poet Marzubdn-i-Farsi, to whom, as
be says, the Marzubdn-nama issometimes erroneously ascribed.
On the other hand two vld Persinn authors, one of the eleventh
and the other of the thirteenth century of our era, nuike inci-
dental mention of this book. The first, ‘Unsuru’ 1-Ma'8li  Kay-
Ké'is b. Iskandar b Qabis. b, Washmglr, alludes to it in the
Preface to his Qdbiis-ndma (composéd in A, H. 475==A. D
1082-3), and says that its author, Marzulun, was his great-great
-zrand- father (gr, s he puts it, ‘the grandmother of my mother
was the daughter of Prince  Marzubin, son of Rustam, son of
Sharwip, the author of the Marzuban-ndma. wud his thirteenth
ancestor was  Kay-Ki'is the son of Quinid and brother of Nu-
shirwdn the Just.”) The sccond, Muhammad ). al-Hasan b, Is-
fandiydr, the historian of Tabaristdn, who wrote in A, H. 613
(= A. D. 1216—1217), and of whose bistory an abridged trans
lation, poblished in 1905, forms the second volume of this Series,
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All that ueed be said about this old Persian story-hook, now
for the first time published, has been said in the scholarly Per-
sian preface prefixed to the toxt by my learned friend Mirzd
Muhammad of Qazwfn.l to whose diligence and loarning we owe
this critical edition of a collection of tales and fables comparable
to the celebrated Book of Kalila and Dimna, but of Persian,
not Indian, origin. For the benefit of the Enropean reader I shall
merely repeat in English the substunce of the learned Editor's
remarks and the outcome of his investigations,

The Marzuban-ndma appears to have been originally com-
piled abont theend of the fourth century ofthe Aijra fi.e. early
in the eleventh century of the Christian eru) in the dialect of
Tabaristin by a prince of that province, the Ispabbad Marzubin,
son of Rustam, son of Sharwin, a scion of the House of Bé-
wand, who traced his descent from the Sisinian King Qubdd or
Kawddh, This old Tabarf original bas long heen lost, but it still
existed about the beginning of the seventh century of the hijra
(thirteenth of our eru), when, within a periwl of some ten or fif-
teen years, two independent versions of it were produced in Per-
sian. One of these (the present text) is the Marzuban-ngma of
Sa'du’ d-Din-i- Wariwini, made between A. H. 607 and 622
(= A. D. 1210—1225), the other is the Rawdatu’ I'Ugil of
Mubammad ibn Ghazi of Malatya (improperly called Malatiyya),
who was first secretary and then wazir to Abu’ 1-Fath Rokou
'¢-Din Sulayménshdb, one of the Seljigs of Riim, who reigned






PREFACE 10 THE SECOND EDITION

A great demand for Marzuban-Nama encouraged us to
produce a second edition of it.

No important changes are made in the tex. We have
reproduced the book substantially intact. Some of the
doubiful cases or obscure phrases in the old edition are
explained in an additional page at the end of the book. Also
we have added some of the proverbs and wise sayings
(Hikam) which are used in thebook and are extracted from

“Amthal wa Hikam” a recently published book by Dah-Khuda.

Publisher Kitab-Khana Tehran
Oct. 8, 1932,
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